VOTE 2022
YOUR VOTE MATTERS
IN EVERY ELECTION!

¡TU VOTO CUENTA EN TODAS
LAS ELECCIONES, ES IMPORTANTE!

The November 8, General Election will decide who
represents you. The candidate information in this
Voter Guide was obtained by means of a questionnaire
sent to all the candidates. Their unedited responses
have been printed exactly as submitted — up to the
word limit for each response.

El 8 de noviembre de 2022 en la Elecciones Generales
se decidirá quién nos va a representar. La información
dada por los candidatos fue obtenida mediante un
cuestionario enviado a todos ellos. Sus respuestas
fueron impresas, sin editarlas, exactamente como
las enviaron, hasta el límite de palabras para cada
respuesta.

The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan political organization for men and women that does not
support or oppose any political party or candidate.
The League provides unbiased, factual information so
that voters may be well informed.

La Liga de las Mujeres Votantes es una organización
política no partidista de hombres y mujeres que
ni apoya ni se opone a ningún candidato o partido
político en específico. La liga proporciona información
imparcial y veraz para que los votantes puedan estar
bien informados.

HOW TO VOTE IN SANTA FE COUNTY
REGISTER to vote OR confirm you are already registered by going to SanteFe.vote.
You can do same day registration and vote up to and
including Election Day, November 8.

CÓMO VOTAR EN
EL CONDADO DE SANTA FE

TO VOTE EARLY (before November 8):
Option 1. Request an Absentee Ballot before at
SantaFe.vote. Ballots mailed starting October 11;
return in drop boxes or mail to County Clerk.
Option 2. Same-day registration and early in-person
voting at the County Clerk’s Office (100 Catron Street)
October11-November 5. For hours go to SantaFe.vote.
Option 3. Alternative Voting Sites — same-day registration and early voting. October 22-November 5. See
list of locations.
TO VOTE ON ELECTION DAY, November 8:
Sample ballot and polling places can be found
at SantaFe.vote.
Hours: 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

REGÍSTRATE para votar, O confirma si estás registrado
yendo al sitio web de SantaFe.vote.
Puedes empadronarte y votar hasta el día mismo de
las elecciones, el 8 de noviembre.
PARA VOTAR TEMPRANO
(antes del 8 de noviembre):
Opción 1. Solicita tu boleta para votar por correo
antes del 3 de noviembre en SantaFe.vote. Las boletas
enviadas por correo a partir del 11 de octubre, después
de llenarse se pueden, o depositar en los buzones
especiales para la elección o mandar por correo a la
oficina del secretario del condado (County Clerk’s
Office) en 100 Catron Street 87501
Opción 2. Para registrarse y votar temprano el mismo
día y en persona, en la oficina del secretario del condado (County Clerk’s Office) del 11 de octubre al 5 de

noviembre. Para los horarios de la oficina, visita el
sitio web: SantaFe.vote
Opción 3. Sitios de votación alternativos: registro del
mismo día y votación temprana. 22 de octubre-5 de
noviembre.
Por favor cheque la lista de ubicaciones
PARA VOTAR EL 8 DE NOVIEMBRE,
DÍA DE LAS ELECCIONES:
Las boletas de muestra y los lugares de votación se
pueden encontrar en Santafe.vote.
Horarios: de 7:00 AM a 7: 00 PM.

EARLY VOTING SITES/
SITIOS PARA VOTAR TEMPRANO
(drop boxes at Early Voting Sites)/(buzones especiales
para votar en los Sitios de Votación Temprana)
October 22 to November 5: Noon to 8 p.m. Tuesday
through Friday and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturdays/22 de
octubre-5 de noviembre de 12 p.m. a 8 p.m. (de martes a viernes) y de 10 a.m. a 6 p.m. (sábados)
Santa Cruz Abedon Lopez Community Center 155A
Camino De Quintana

November 8
General Election

VOTER GUIDE
24-HR DROP BOXES/BUZONES
ESPECIALES PARA VOTAR LAS 24 HR
(available day and night)/(disponibles día y noche):
Santa Fe
Santa Fe Convention Center 119 S. Federal St.
Nancy Rodriguez Center 1 Prairie Dog Loop
La Cienega Community Center 136 Camino San Jose
Southside Branch Library 6599 Jaguar Dr.
Edgewood
SFC Edgewood Satellite 114 Quail Trail
Eldorado
Max Coll Community Center Avenida Torreon
Pojoaque
Pojoaque Pueblo Plaza Pojoaque Satellite Office
5 W. Gutierrez, Ste. 9

MORE INFORMATION ON VOTING
IN THE NOV. 8 GENERAL ELECTION
Vote411.org: Online expanded Voter Guide and general voting information
LWVSFC.org: link to Voter Guide and other voting
information
LWV Santa Fe County Help Line: 505.982.9766

Santa Fe Christian Life Church 121 Siringo Road
Santa Fe Santa Fe County Fair Building 3229 Rodeo
Road
Santa Fe Southside Branch Library 6599 Jaguar Dr.
Eldorado Max Coll Corridor Community Center 16
Avenida Torreon
Edgewood Town of Edgewood Administrative Office
171A State Road 344
Pojoaque Pueblo Plaza Pojoaque Satellite Office
5 W. Gutierrez, Ste. 9

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DISTRICT 3
This person represents New Mexico in the United States House of Representatives. The House has 435 members elected from districts based on population. New Mexico is entitled to three members.
Candidates must be at least 25 years old, a United States citizen for seven years, and must be a resident of New Mexico. Representatives are elected by district for a two-year term.

The League
asked:

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the Legislature?

What gun safety laws, if any, would
you support?

What election and voting reforms
would you support, if any?

What are the three most important
issues you plan to work on?

I voted to pass the Women’s Health Protection
Act which would codify abortion access at the
federal level because, in New Mexico, we trust
women to make personal decisions about
pregnancy with their familias, their faith, and
their healthcare provider - without government interference.

Like many families across rural New Mexico,
I was born into a gun-owning household and
raised in a family that hunted for sustenance. I
bring this experience and connection to NM’s
culture of hunting, gun ownership, and gun
safety to my work in Congress. In my first term,
I co-sponsored the Bipartisan Background
Checks Act and the Assault Weapons Ban,
spoke out in support of closing the Charleston
Loophole, and am an original cosponsor of
the Violence Against Women Act. I have also
focused on the intersection of gun violence and
the missing and murdered Indigenous women
crisis, as the Chair of the Subcommittee for
Indigenous Peoples. Through the appropriations
process, I have also worked to find ways to prevent firearm suicide.

As a member of the House Elections Subcommittee, I was actively involved in the hearings
that led to the Freedom to Vote: John R. Lewis
Act. I co-sponsored the underlying bills which
included my amendments and lessons from
New Mexico. We must protect indigenous,
minority and rural voters’ access to the ballot.
The Constitution in the elections clause gives
Congress the power and right to pass laws
to guide elections. Otherwise, States could
undermine our democracy and we are seeing
many states doing just that. Ensuring fair elections with campaign finance reforms so that
every citizen’s voice counts equally is not only
the right thing to do, it is the American thing
to do. Our democracy is precious, and our
right to vote is its foundation.

Since my swearing in, I’ve helped deliver infrastructure in water, broadband, transportation,
healthcare and more, created jobs and invested
in our communities. The Child Tax Credit cut
child poverty by roughly 30%, sending $207.9
million to 78,000 New Mexico families. I am
working to make the tax credit permanent.
Small businesses and restaurants across my
district tell me the American Rescue funds
helped keep them open. I will help businesses
grow while protecting workers. We need to
bring costs down for New Mexican families
with laws like the COMPETES Act, which will
address our supply chain problems and create
manufacturing jobs in NM. We need accessible
and affordable health care that includes behavioral health and addiction services.

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

I support free and fair elections. I believe that
past voting protocols from the COVID-19 pandemic need to be reviewed thoroughly to see
whether or not they are necessary. I support
making sure underrepresented communities
have access to vote, including early voting. I
also believe it is important to ensure everyone
is confident in our election results with widely-popular, common-sense reforms, such as
Voter ID laws.

Without a good education system, we can’t have
a good energy sector. We need STEM students
to innovate and tackle our energy challenges
headfirst. To improve education, we need to
make sure our teachers are focused on teaching
vital subjects instead of radical theories.
Energy: we have endless untapped potential in
New Mexico for clean natural gas and renewable energy. An energy renaissance in New
Mexico would lead to a booming economy.
Finally, the economy: inflation is too high, and
it’s because of the tax and spend policies currently running Washington.

Teresa Leger
Fernandez
(Democrat)
teresaforall.com

Alexis Martinez
Johnson
(Republican)
electalexis.com

NEW MEXICO GOVERNOR
Head of the executive branch and the highest state official in New Mexico. Appoints and supervises directors of executive departments, appoints members of boards and commissions, and signs or vetoes
statutes enacted by the Legislature. Must be at least 30 years old, a United States citizen, and have resided continuously in New Mexico for five years preceding his/her election. Four-year term with no
more than two terms in succession.

The League
asked:

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the Legislature?

What gun safety laws, if any, would
you support?

How would you improve the election
laws?

What are your three top priorities?

Karen Evette
Bedonie
(Libertarian)

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

We need to make it easy to vote and hard to
cheat. It’s critical that to any democracy citizens have faith in their elections. That’s why I
strongly support a Voter ID law that requires
voters to show photo identification to cast a
ballot. I support early and absentee voting,
however I will oppose the practice of automatically sending live ballots to homes without
a voter request, as has been proposed by
Governor Lujan Grisham. This opens the door
to fraud, since 20% of the population moves
every election cycle. I will also fight against
any effort to legalize ballot-harvesting.

My top three priorities are securing the border,
fighting crime, and improving our schools.
I will secure the border by deploying the
National Guard and creating a Border Strike
Force to target and disrupt the drug and
human trafficking cartels.
I will fight crime by ending “catch and release,”
supporting our men and women in law enforcement, and ending the current state of lawlessness by putting real teeth in our laws.
To improve schools, we will get money directly
to the classroom, empower parents, and help
catch kids from up the learning losses they
suffered from the COVID shutdown.

I will always defend every New Mexicans’ right
to make their own decision about reproductive health care with their family and their
doctor. As Governor, I repealed New Mexico’s
outdated anti-abortion law, in order to ensure
abortion remains legal in our state regardless
of the Supreme Court. I have expanded access
to abortion in our state, including protecting
New Mexico women and doctors from other
states’ extremist bans. As governor I will continue to ensure that New Mexico remains a
safe haven from extremist attacks, protecting
access to abortion in our state.

Keeping New Mexicans safe also means keeping guns out of the hands of criminals. That’s
why my administration took action to require
universal background checks for gun purchases, enact critical red flag laws, and pass
bipartisan legislation that increased the penalties for gun crimes. I support common-sense
gun safety laws like banning assault weapons,
and keeping guns out of the hands of people
who shouldn’t have them, including children.
We can take steps to keep New Mexicans safe
from the scourge of gun violence, while also
respecting the rights of responsible gun owners.

New Mexico already has some of the best
run and most secure elections in the country.
I championed same day voter registration
in New Mexico and I support changes to our
election system that would make it easier for
every New Mexican to cast their ballot and
exercise their right to vote. I will always fight
to protect the right of every New Mexican to
vote and will always defend our democracy.

Education, economic prosperity, and public
safety. We invested over $1 billion in New
Mexico’s schools, increased teacher salaries,
achieved universal pre-k, and made tuition-free
college a reality. We made New Mexico one of
the states for best job growth in the country,
and cut taxes for every New Mexican. For the
past four years we’ve worked to make our communities safer by raising officer pay, investing
in local law enforcement offices to help them
hire and retain officers, and working to address
the root causes of crime by combating poverty
and improving mental health care access.

Mark V.
Ronchetti
(Republican)
markronchetti.com

Michelle Lujan
Grisham
(Democrat)
newmexicansfor
michelle.com
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NEW MEXICO LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
Serves as Acting Governor when the Governor is out of the state, provides constituent services, presides over the New Mexico Senate and can vote in the event of a tie. In a general election the Lieutenant
Governor is elected jointly with the Governor. Must be at least 30 years old, a United States citizen, and have resided continuously in New Mexico for the five years preceding his/her election. Four-year
term with no more than two terms in succession.

The League
asked:

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the Legislature?

What gun safety laws, if any, would
you support?

What issues would you like to
work on to improve the lives of
New Mexicans?

How do you see your role as
president of the Senate?

Efren Gallardo
(Libertarian)

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

Ant L. Thornton
(Republican)
TheNextLG.com

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

As Lt. Governor, I will focus on four things:
EDUCATION - focus on universal school choice
& vouchers for parents
ENFORCING THE BORDER - support building
the wall and National Guard supplementing
federal border control agents
ELECTION INTEGRITY - prototype Block Chain
voting in local elections
SUPPORT LAW ENFORCEMENT - regain Qualified Immunity for law enforcement and advocate for bail reform to stop repeat offenders

The key role is to monitor and trap bad legislation before the legislators convene by working
in the sub-committees to improve the language
to ensure legislation is Constitutional and
doesn’t violate individual rights. In addition, I
have managed complex, multi-million dollar
programs over the course of my career in aerospace engineering at Sandia National Laboratories and Lockheed Martin. I will be the “Go To”
person for the Governor to hand off initiatives.
If I can handle the development of complex
nuclear weapon testing and aircraft systems, I
can handle the New Mexico state bureaucracy.

Howie C. Morales
(Democrat)
howie4nm.com

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

My top priorities are supporting public education, more economic prosperity, and strong
public safety. Over the last 3-plus years under
Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham’s administration,
we invested more than $1 billion in New Mexico’s classrooms, increased educators’ salaries,
established universal Pre-K, and made tuition-free college a reality. We made New Mexico one of the top states for job growth, and
we cut taxes for every New Mexican. We’ve
worked to make communities safer by raising
officer pay, and improving mental health care
access.

As President of the Senate, the Lt. Governor has
the authority to cast a deciding vote when the
body is equally divided on an issue. It is a place
I know well from serving there for 11 years as a
senator, and I respect its processes and traditions of cooperation. I have many friends in the
Senate, and I am comfortable there. In my role
as President, I seek to contribute to its running
smoothly, to calm tempers when they rise, and
to support positive legislation for our state.

NEW MEXICO SECRETARY OF STATE
New Mexico’s chief elections officer, overseeing the entire election process. Regulates lobbyist activity and reporting of campaign finances, and maintains records vital to commerce and industry in New
Mexico. Must be at least 30 years old, a citizen of the United States, and have resided continuously in New Mexico for five years preceding his/her election. Four-year term with no more than two terms in
succession.

The League
asked:

Maggie Toulouse
Oliver
(Democrat)
maggietoulouse
oliver.com

Audrey Trujillo
(Republican)
AudreyTruehero
4NM.com
Mayna Erika Myers
(Libertarian)

What qualifies you to be Secretary of
State?

What would be your top three
priorities?

What actions, if any, would you take
to increase voter participation?

What changes in New Mexico’s voting procedures would you support?

Experience. I’ve been an election administrator for over 15 years, serving first as a County
Clerk in Bernalillo County and then Secretary
of State. As New Mexico’s Secretary of State, I
served as President of NASS (National Association of Secretaries of State) during the 2020
election, and played a critical role in combating misinformation re: the election’s integrity.
My record includes administering an election
during the height of a pandemic, modernizing
New Mexico’s registration processes, expanding ballot access, and creating and implementing a more transparent campaign finance
system.

My top priorities include defending democracy, combating dis- and misinformation, and
continuing to administer free, fair, and secure
elections. I believe the best way to defend
democracy is to expand access to the ballot.
In other words, as Secretary of State, I believe
we should make it easier — not harder — for
New Mexicans to vote. I believe my role as
Secretary of State is to combat the lies about
our elections that ultimately undermine
confidence and participation. Lastly, under
my administration, New Mexico is a national
leader on election — I’d like to build on those
successes.

While so many states across the country
continue to pursue legislation that restricts
access to the ballot, I’m committed to legislation and initiatives that do the opposite.
Most recently, I was in the Legislature every
day providing expert testimony for a number
of Bills that would expand ballot access and
modernize New Mexico’s elections. I am eager
for the opportunity to push these initiatives
over the finish line and make them law so
more New Mexicans can enjoy equal access to
the ballot box.

I would support changes to New Mexico’s
voting procedures that address issues related
to accessibility, both when registering and
casting a ballot. For instance, New Mexico is
a rural state, and therefore we should do our
best to accommodate the unique needs of our
rural voters — whether that is expanding vote
by mail periods or opening voting convenience
centers.

I have bachelor degrees in Criminology,
Spanish and Portuguese as well as a Master
in Public Administration from the University
of NM. I also have worked and volunteered
at numerous jobs in the public, private and
nonprofit sector, holding titles of Executive
Director, President, Treasurer and Coordinator.
In addition I have run my own state licenced
businesses. I am also heavily involved in voter
integrity efforts in NM including working with
Rio Rancho commissioners and county clerks
on sensible ways to secure our elections and
build confidence in the voters.

1) Bringing back election integrity
2) Bringing back transparency to the SOS
office
3) Making sure every eligible NM citizen is
able to vote.

We must first bring back trust and confidence
into our elections and increase access to voter
registration by making it simple and secure.

#1 Voter ID
#2 Secure Access to ballot and voting polls.
#3 More frequent Cleaning of voter rolls.
#4 More frequent audits
#5 More training on procedures and rules.
#6 Access to more voting locations in precincts.
#7 Will work and support efforts to improve
and secure access to vote in the Navajo Nation.

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NEW MEXICO ATTORNEY GENERAL
The state’s legal officer, legal counsel to state government, and guardian of the public interest. Represents the state before courts or agencies and provides legal opinions upon request of the Legislature,
state officials or district attorneys. Must be an attorney licensed by the New Mexico Supreme Court, at least 30 years old, a citizen of the United States, and have resided continuously in New Mexico for
the five years preceding his/her election. Four-year term with no more than two terms in succession.

The League
asked:

Raúl Torrez
(Democrat)
raultorrez.com

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the Legislature?

What gun safety laws, if any, would
you support?

What are your highest priorities for
this office?

How do you intend to accomplish
them?

New Mexico must continue to be a safe harbor
for women seeking to access reproductive
healthcare. We also need comprehensive
legislation to prevent bordering states from
imposing civil and criminal liability on women
and healthcare providers. I will work with the
New Mexico Legislature to help craft such legislation and to provide the Attorney General’s
Office with the maximum authority required
to prevent other states from utilizing state and
local law enforcement or our courts to issue
subpoenas, request discovery or assist in any
civil or criminal matter targeting anyone who
travels to our state to access reproductive
healthcare.

As a prosecutor of nearly twenty years and
District Attorney, I have seen the havoc gun
violence has wreaked on our community. As
Attorney General, I will continue to advocate
for common-sense gun control legislation that
would implement stiffer penalties for threats
of mass violence, particularly at schools, and
for the use of guns in the commission of a
crime. I have and will continue to support legislation that creates penalties for parents that
negligently store firearm.

As Attorney General, I will use my nearly
two decades of experience as a prosecutor
to strengthen our criminal justice system
by implementing common sense policies to
keep violent, repeat offenders off our streets.
Additionally, the Office will aggressively fight
for consumers and workers, safeguard the
environment, take on corruption and special
interests, and protect our democracy and
women’s rights.

As a career prosecutor, District Attorney, and
as Attorney General, I can use my experience
in both the state and federal criminal justice
system to work with the Legislature to craft
common-sense gun legislation that is practical
and reflects the needs of our community

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

My highest priorities as Attorney General are
to make NM a safer place, raise a family, run
a business, and protect New Mexicans from
threats to their personal property, and hardearned tax dollars.

I will accomplish my priorities through education, transparency, and prosecution. I will
invest in educating New Mexicans on their
rights as citizens so they will be less vulnerable
and more empowered to identify and report
scams, fraud, and corruption. I will maintain a
policy of transparency by exposing those who
are engaging in illicit activity and recognizing
those who are examples of integrity and public
service. I will prosecute criminal activity, fraud,
and abuse to deliver results and real consequences for those who choose to victimize and
illegally profit off honest citizens.

Jeremy Michael Gay
(Republican)
jeremygay.com
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NEW MEXICO AUDITOR
The state’s legal officer, legal counsel to state government, and guardian of the public interest. Represents the state before courts or agencies and provides legal opinions upon request of the Legislature,
state officials or district attorneys. Must be an attorney licensed by the New Mexico Supreme Court, at least 30 years old, a citizen of the United States, and have resided continuously in New Mexico for
the five years preceding his/her election. Four-year term with no more than two terms in succession.

The League
asked:

Joseph M. Maestas
(Democrat)
Maestas4NM.com

Travis Steven
Sanchez
(Libertarian)
sanchez4nm.com

What qualifies you to be State Auditor?

What would be your top three priorities?

The State Auditor contracts with independent public accounting
firms to audit state agencies. Should these firms be prohibited from
making campaign contributions to candidates for State Auditor?

I have 30+ years of experience working for the
federal government as a licensed engineer and
14 years as local elected official. As a City Councilor and Mayor of Espanola and a City Councilor
in Santa Fe, I carried a fiduciary responsibility
for taxpayer dollars. I serve as Chairman of the
Public Regulation Commission representing
400,000+ New Mexicans ensuring utility rates
are fair and reasonable, and fighting for access to
solar energy and broadband for all New Mexicans.
I bring proven leadership and a long, consistent
track record of accomplishments making me
ready to lead on day one!

Be the independent watchdog that New Mexicans
deserve to protect all public funding by 1) Creating
a score card of key indicators that will surface irregularities quickly to cut down on fraud, waste, and
abuse. 2) Auditing Federal infrastructure, education,
and capital outlay spending to ensure that funds are
spent in an accountable and transparent manner. 3)
Cracking down on exploitative adult guardianships by
broadening the investigatory authority of the office
and providing greater protection of vital public information and critical infrastructure by auditing cyber
security funding.

The State Auditor contracts with independent public accounting firms to audit state
agencies. Should these firms be prohibited from making campaign contributions to
candidates for State Auditor?

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NEW MEXICO TREASURER
Serves as the state’s banker and is entrusted with receiving, keeping, and disbursing state money; deposits funds in financial institutions to invest; and oversees the short-term investment fund. Must be
at least 30 years old, a United States citizen, and have resided continuously in New Mexico for five years preceding his/her election. Four-year term with no more than two terms in succession.

The League
asked:

Harry B. Montoya
(Republican)
HarryforNewMexico.
com

Laura M. Montoya
(Democrat)
LauraMontoya4NM.
com

What financial training and experience qualifies you
for this office?

What are your highest priorities for this office and
how do you intend to accomplish them?

What, if any, changes would you recommend in the
policies and operations of the State Treasurer’s
office?

As a two-term Pojoaque School Board member and two-term
Santa Fe County Commissioner, in addition to founding two
non-profit organizations, I have spent the majority of my professional and elected official life ensuring financial responsibility is
of first and foremost importance. As a County Commissioner,
we function as the Board of Finance and while serving on the
Commission, I initiated this obligation to ensure the County was
maximizing the investments and return on investments, which
allowed us to complete many capital projects during my tenure
on the Commission.

The highest priorities for this office is to ensure the safety of
the investments, the liquidity of our investments, and maximizing yield for our investments. This includes transparency and
accountability in the Treasurers Office and all monies are spent
according to the Constitution of the State of NM.
I plan to accomplish this by listening to the Citizens of the State
of NM. There may be ideas as to how we can accomplish all
of the above with the safety, liquidity and yield as the major
goal. Citizen participation is important, as well as keeping them
informed.

Changes in the policies and operations of the State Treasurers
office may or may not be needed. It is important that I hire individuals who will be able to competently and judicially, perform
an analysis of the policies and operations of the Office. If there
is a need for change, we will implement those changes. If there
is no need for change, as they say, if it isn’t broken, don’t break
it.
It is imperative that the analysis be completed prior to making
any recommendations for change.

• NM Tax Policy Committee
• 2 terms, (8 yrs) as the Elected Sandoval County Treasurer
• 23 years of federal, state, tribal and local government
• 600+ hours of finance, investment, taxes, economics, pension
and management
• Certified Public Official (CPO)
• Certified Public Manager (CPM)
• Certified Treasury Official (CTO)
• Vice - Chair Finance, Pension and Intergovernmental Affairs (7
years)
• Chair Next Generation Young Elected Officials (7 years)
• BA in Political Science and Psychology with a minor in Sociology; MA in Public Affairs
• Rotary Scholar - University of Costa Rica

• Strengthen transparency and integrity within the State Treasurer’s Office
• Do a complete internal audit of all processes, contracts and
portfolios
• Increase outreach in our rural, county, city and tribal communities especially with the Local Government Investment Pool
and financial literacy
• Review politically appointed positions and see if they have
value in the office.
• Review the internal budget and determine where we can save
taxpayer dollars
• Meet with the State Treasurer’s Office team and see what
ideas they have to increase efficiency, transparency, outreach
and integrity.

• An annual review of internal processes with the State Treasurer’s Office team to refresh core responsibilities, determine any
edits, amendments, and additions based on the current environment. (pandemic, cyber security issues, safety standards,
new IT systems, etc.)
• Analysis on salaries so that those STO team members’ job
descriptions reflect their daily duties and the pay they should
be earning. I will use the $94,000 from the newly created Chief
of Staff position to assist with bringing these salaries to the
21st century.
• Work with state agencies and partners on improving communications.

NEW MEXICO COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC LANDS
Leads the State Land Office, which manages 9 million acres of land and 13 million acres of mineral rights held in trust to support public schools, universities, hospitals, charitable purposes and penitentiaries. Must be at least 30 years of age, a United States citizen, and have resided continuously in New Mexico for five years preceding his/her election. Four-year term with no more than two terms in
succession.

The League
asked:

Jefferson L. Byrd
(Republican)
byrdfornm.com

Stephanie Garcia
Richard
(Democrat)
StephanieGarcia
Richard.com

Larry Marker
(Write in)
(Decline to state)
larrymarker.com

What qualifies you to be
Commissioner of Public Lands?

What are the greatest challenges
facing the State Land Office?

How would you balance responsible
stewardship of state trust lands with
the need to generate revenues for
the support of the beneficiaries?

Should the Land Commissioner improve enforcement of environmental
regulations on state trust lands?

Jeff’s work experience is broad, working as
an environmental engineer on a Geoprobe rig
installing micro-monitoring wells at a depth of
18 to 20 feet as a geologist and completing site
delineation plans of numerous industrial sites
from New York to California. He has installed
and completed site remediation systems at
various sites around the Southwest. Jeff is also
a cattle rancher and works as a wind-miller on
his own and neighboring ranchers’ wells.
Jeff understands the importance of managing
land while balancing our State’s resources and
protecting the environment.

As a steward of the land I have a responsibility to protect and manage our State’s land
resources for the betterment of our citizens,
our environment, and future. We must use
our State’s resources in an environmentally
responsible way.

I would recognize their needs to be a balance
between protecting the environment, creating
revenue for the State, and ensuring that citizens are best served.

As a PRC commissioner, we have moved to
enforce the ETA Environmental Transition Act.
I have worked in a bipartisan manner and will
continue to do so. My record speaks for itself.

Thanks to the trust the voters have placed in
me, for the last 4 years, I am proud to say I have
raised the MOST money, closed the most wells
& protected more acres than any previous land
commissioner. I’ve tripled renewable energy
production and issued executive orders on
freshwater and the Greater Chaco Region, saving millions of gallons of freshwater and protecting over 70,000 acres from future oil and
gas development. I’ve established programs to
hold bad actors accountable and ensure remediation and removal of abandoned wells sites,
saving New Mexicans millions in cleanup costs.

Diversification is the biggest challenge we
face. The billions we raise from oil & gas will
not always be here and we need to look to
protect our environment and raise money
from other sources like: renewable energy,
economic development and border commerce.

For the last 4 years that is what we have done!
We established the 1st ever comprehensive
enforcement and accountability program to
hold industry accountable for the use of YOUR
public land, closed the most wells of any state
agency, protected more acres and saved millions of beneficiary money by making industry
clean up their own messes.

We have gone above & beyond any previous
land commissioner to enforce environmental
regulations. In addition to closing more wells,
demanding stricter methane and produced
water regulations, and protecting more acres,
as well as saving taxpayers from footing the
bill and earning more money than any other
land commissioner, we have saved New Mexico taxpayers over $20 million dollars because
we are not above taking companies to court
when they are not willing to clean up their
messes.

As an entrepreneur and businessman for the
majority of my life I have extensive experience
in management of all aspects of various small
business. I have years of experience in oil and
gas production, ranching, farming with previous
experience in construction manufacturing, service and installation. Experience directly related
to the duties of the Commissioner of Public
Lands include knowledge of leases for oil and
gas production, state grazing leases and right
of way leasing. I have a deep working knowledge of the regulations related to State Trust
Land. I have an all-around business acumen.

The past few years have shown me the
biggest challenge facing the SLO is to stay
focused on the job of the SLO. The mandated
job of the SLO is to generate as much revenue
as possible on state trust land while protecting
the value of the publics asset (land). The SLO
must be independent and free from ALL outside special interests and free from partisan
politics. The SLO and its Commissioner should
not be beholding to any political party. As an
Independent candidate I owe no allegiance to
anyone except Jesus Christ and the citizens of
the state of NM.

The balance between responsible stewardship and max revenue generation should be
the only focus of the Commissioner and the
SLO. That balance can only be maintained
with an educated, common-sense, practical
and realistic approach to the management of
State trust land. Special interests and politics
have no place in in responsible management
of state trust land. Special interest and politics are inherently detrimental to the proper
management of public assets. The SLO and
Commissioner should always be a separate
independent state agency.

The job of the Commissioner of Public Lands is
to generate revenue while preserving the value
of the public assets. Obviously, any activity
that degrades the value of the public lands
will be a serious issue to be dealt with in a fair
and impartial but stern manner. The NMOCD
and environmental regulatory agencies are
charged with the enforcement of environmental regulations and cooperation between those
entities and the SLO are critical but an expansion or conversion of the duties of the SLO is
contrary to the lawfully mandated mission of
the Commissioner and the SLO.
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NEW MEXICO HOUSE DISTRICT 22
In addition to other duties prescribed by law, representatives enact “reasonable and appropriate laws,” represent the constituents of their district, and serve on standing or interim committees. The legislature meets each year beginning in January. In odd-numbered years, it meets for 60 days; in even-numbered years, it meets for 30 days. The Governor may call special sessions. Candidates must be at
least 21 years old and must be a resident of the district from which elected. They serve a two-year term. Representatives do not receive a salary, but they do receive a pre-set per diem and mileage; there
is also a pension program for legislators serving a minimum period.

The League
asked:

Augustine N.
Montoya
(Democrat)
anm4nm.com

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified in the legislature?

What gun laws would you support?

How would you address
alcohol-related crime and suicide?

What policies do you support to
address poverty in New Mexico?

Yes. When it comes to abortion, there is one
argument that I believe leads to the same conclusion, firearms. Some of my colleagues, on
the other side of the isle believe that a prohibition on guns is not a solution. The argument is
provided, that a person who seeks to purchase
a firearm will simply go to another state. Well,
with abortion the same rules apply. If a person
were to require an abortion in a state where it is
prohibited, they will simply go to another state,
or attempt dangerous alternative means. To
prevent the necessity for an abortion we must
provide quality education, access to contraceptives and access to economic success. Reproductive justice is a comprehensive solution.

I support gun laws that prevent firearms from
getting into the hands of those who seek to
misuse them and cause harm or mass destruction. It is my belief that to own a firearm, legal
gun owners, must pass background checks
and mental health evaluations. The reason for
this, is to ensure that those who seek to cause
harm do not legally by a firearm. Furthermore,
I would like to ensure that our children are educated on what to do when around or presented
a firearm, and how to survive a mass shooting.
In addition to this, I want to expand access to
mental & behavioral healthcare, rehabilitation
and additional resources to prevent crimes in
the first place. To heal people and a community
takes time and resources.

Alcohol-related crime & suicide, requires a
multi-faceted approach that addresses areas
of mental & behavioral health, substance
abuse and access to resources. In addition,
those who commit alcohol related crimes
must be held to account for the crime and
be brought to justice, in unison with being
required to receive the services that are desperately needed. Furthermore, those who
attempt suicide should be treated with dignity
and provided access to necessary resources
and services. Lastly, it is my belief that to be
tough on crime means taking a stand on all
fronts to do more than just lock people up. We
have to heal our people, not jail our people.

Increase funding to State Departments &
Agencies, addressing severe cuts. Appropriate
monies to expand resources to rural communities so constituents can access internet and
career building resources (e.g. resume help).
Appropriate monies to make state and governmental jobs readily accessible to our communities throughout New Mexico. Appropriate
money to fund programs that help New Mexican students find jobs in New Mexico. Ensure
a tax climate that puts Main Street businesses
on the same footing as large corporations.
Ensure that New Mexicans are employed to
conduct governmental jobs or contracting,
before contracting out of state.

**Please Read** New Mexico has no restrictions on abortion; sadly, we are known as
the late-term abortion capital of the nation.
This barbaric practice of ending the life of a
fully formed baby must end. We need more
alternatives that empower women and men
considering abortion to choose life for their
unborn children and end taxpayer funding of
abortions.

An estimated 20M people own AR-15 rifles,
and 99.9% use them lawfully. Chicago has
strict gun control laws, including AR-15 bans,
yet Chicago has murders involving guns every
weekend. Bans didn’t solve their problem.
We need to look at the deeper issues in our
culture.

A glaring hole in New Mexico is the lack of
alcohol and drug rehab, mental health facilities, and resources to help with addiction
issues. Another significant issue is losing
physicians due to recent legislation passed
by democrats. We must prioritize the drug,
alcohol, and mental health issues in New Mexico and the increasing fentanyl addiction and
overdose epidemic.

How can we attract good-paying jobs to New
Mexico with the worst schools nationwide,
out-of-control crime, and an unfriendly tax
structure? Fixing our broken schools and
empowering our teachers is a nonpartisan
issue and must be addressed immediately. At
the same time, rampant crime is a deterrent
to moving here and attracting business. We
must help our children thrive while making
NM a safe place to live if we want to grow and
improve our economy and offer better-paying
jobs.

Stefani Lord
(Republican)
Lord22.com

NEW MEXICO HOUSE DISTRICT 41
The League
asked:

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified in the legislature?

What gun laws would you support?

How would you address
alcohol-related crime and suicide?

What policies do you support to
address poverty in New Mexico?

Yes. I think every woman and every family
needs the right to make their own choices
regarding their health. These decisions should
be private decisions between a health care
provider and their patient.

Gun safety is vital to protect our children and
families in New Mexico. I supported red flag
legislation in 2019 and 2020 which would allow
a household member or a law enforcement
officer to petition a district court for a protective order against an individual who poses an
immediate danger to self or others by having
possession of a firearm. Drugs, drinking and
guns are now intertwined. We simply have too
many guns in the hands of the wrong people.
Gun legislation needs to be carefully crafted,
but we have to respond to a clamoring call to
action protecting a citizen’s right to safety in
their own community.

There is a current view that ties the overabundance of liquor licenses in certain communities to alcohol-related crimes and suicides.
Studies are being conducted on this matter
and I’m waiting for these results and legislative proposals to follow.

Enactment of the Land Grant Permanent Fund
Continuing tax legislation protecting the Low
Income Tax Credit and Working Families tax
credit policies. Building infrastructure funds
enabling the funding of broadband, water and
road construction. Continuing the support
of educational policies that support teachers
working with children in poverty. Supporting
small business development in our state. Supporting state program offices for Grandparents Raising Grandchildren.

Susan K. Herrera
(Democrat)
susanherrea.com

NEW MEXICO HOUSE DISTRICT 43
The League
asked:

Christine Chandler
(Democrat)
christine4
statehouse.com

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified in the legislature?

What gun laws would you support?

Do you think our current
redistricting process needs reform?

How should New Mexico reform its
tax system?

New Mexico is in a good position because,
with the repeal of the State’s antiquated abortion law that criminalized abortion in most
cases, women’s ability to make their own decisions as to abortion care is fully recognized.
Additional protections that the Legislature and
Governor should consider are in the areas of
patient privacy, and rejecting efforts by outof-state politicians and law enforcement to
impose their states’ policies in contravention
of New Mexico’s support for access to care.

I would support measures that provide restrictions on the purchase of semi-automatic firearms, and I would also support measures that
imposed safe storage requirements on gun
owners and that limited magazine capacities.

The process enacted by the Legislature for the
most recent redistricting worked reasonably
well. It was an open process that required
public engagement that led to sound recommendations to the Legislature. The House
followed the recommendations closely and
created fair and in many cases, competitive
districts. Improvement could no doubt be
made but in general, the approach is sound.

It should be recognized that the Legislature
is on a continuum of tax reform that began in
2019. With enactment of the working families
tax credit, the low income comprehensive
tax rebate, and changes to the capital gains
deduction, the progressivity of tax code has
been enhanced. Progressivity is a measure
of a fair and equitable code and efforts in this
regard should continue. We should also look
to ways to lower GRT, which is a regressive
revenue source.

NEW MEXICO HOUSE DISTRICT 45
The League
asked:

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified in the legislature?

What gun laws would you support?

How would you address
alcohol-related crime and suicide?

What policies do you support to
address poverty in New Mexico?

Linda Michelle
Serrato
(Democrat)

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NEW MEXICO HOUSE DISTRICT 46
The League
asked:

Jay C. Groseclose
(Republican)
jaygroseclose.com

Andrea D. Romero
(Democrat)
andrearomero.com

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified in the legislature?

What gun laws would you support?

How would you address
alcohol-related crime and suicide?

What policies do you support to
address poverty in New Mexico?

No. A decision of this magnitude must be
taken to the people, not to elected servants
of the people. The people should retain all
authority to govern themselves, and establish
a limited government to enact the will of the
people as the Constitution was intended. Biology plainly shows at the very least that late
term abortions are a violation of a persons
right to life and liberty as recognized by the
Constitution. Deprivation of those rights must
require a constitutional amendment. Let the
people speak.

Judicial limitations on sentencing enhancement
requirements for uses of a gun in commission of a crime. Stand alone severe criminal
charges/fines for felons in possession of a
firearm. Criminal penalties for lying on a application to purchase a gun. Expand background
checks to include reported domestic violence.

Automatic enhancement penalties for crimes
committed under the influence of alcohol and
illegal drugs. As far as I know the state of NM
has not criminalized suicide by any means and
has in fact allowed suicide by doctor if a person can afford the price and the doctor pays
taxes on services provided. Suicide is used in
discussions to create sensationalism in gun
legislation to divert attention from the greater
mental health or criminal activity that politicians prefer to avoid. Suicide is the end result
of behavioral health deficiencies in provided
services. The state provides only 3% of facilities for behavioral health treatment.

Develop education appropriate to provide a
work force for attraction of businesses to the
state. The state needs to abolish the punishing gross receipts tax system and provide
incentives to attract businesses much as has
been done with the movie and film entertainment industry. We need jobs that provide a
fair living and career path as opposed to entry
level jobs in services.

Yes. It’s critical that we ensure that there is no
question that access to reproductive healthcare is a protected right and it should never be
in question nor rolled back.

I’m in favor of common sense gun control
laws that help to keep children and families
safe. We can start by banning and restricting
access to high magazine and assault weapons
and strengthen storage laws to prevent unauthorized access by children by requiring gun
owners to lock up their firearms. I also support
a law imposing a waiting period prior to purchase of a firearm and a law imposing restrictions on bulk gun purchases or restrictions on
purchases or sales of multiple firearms.

First, these issues are linked with how it is we
deal with gun safety and behavioral health
access. Suicide is sadly linked to the ease of
accessing a gun, because it is the most deadly
form of suicide attempt. Therefore we have to
address gun safety.
Alcohol-related crime is rooted in trauma and
how we address behavioral health needs. This
means more support for individuals in emergency situations, to the addition of long-term
help and support facilities. Overall, we need
better ease and more access to mental health
support for all those in need of support.

Free healthcare access for all, including
expanding paid sick leave and investing in
parental leave. One of the most progressive
policies we have made available is to invest
in early childhood education (on the ballot in
November!) and expanding free college for
everyone who works hard. We need to continue to invest in working families and should
continue to explore universal basic income
and expand housing support opportunities.

GENERAL ELECTION VOTER GUIDE | OCTOBER 2022

NEW MEXICO HOUSE DISTRICT 47
The League
asked:

Reena C.
Szczepanski
(Democrat)
ReenaforNM.com

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified in the legislature?

What gun laws would you support?

How would you address
alcohol-related crime and suicide?

What policies do you support to
address poverty in New Mexico?

Yes. In New Mexico, we respect each other and
we value family and community. That’s why
the vast majority of our community agrees
that the government has no place in healthcare
decisions that should be left between patients
and healthcare providers. New Mexicans have
the fundamental right of self-determination to
decide when, if, and how they have children —
we must safeguard that. The Dobbs decision
has already been devastating for women and
families across the country. I will fight tirelessly to protect access to abortion and the full
spectrum of reproductive healthcare in New
Mexico — we are now playing an important
role as a beacon of healthcare access for this
country, and we must ensure that people can
get the care they need.

I will support reasonable, commonsense gun
violence prevention proposals to safeguard
our children and families. In New Mexico, the
majority of our gun deaths are due to suicide,
and firearms have risen to be the leading
cause of death nationally for children. In
2018 and 2019, 32 children were killed by a
firearm in our state. Child access proposals
to ensure that firearms are stored securely,
keeping them out of the hands of children are
important. Let’s continue to invest in violence
prevention programs that stop the cycle of
homicides. We have some important tools
and need to make sure they are effective —
our background check system and the law to
temporarily remove firearms from those who
pose a risk to themselves or others.

New Mexico is suffering from too many
deaths of despair — and we must continue
to invest in all of the solutions, starting at the
beginning. Home visiting, early childhood
education, a quality education, and securing
meaningful employment will make a difference. We must boost access to behavioral
health treatment across our state — especially in rural areas. New Mexicans should not
have to travel hours to seek help for problems
they are facing every day. Raising liquor taxes
and directing the revenue to treatment and
harm reduction programs is an important step
in reducing consumption, but also addressing the harms of alcohol misuse and funding
treatment programs.

I am proudly supporting the initiative to
increase funding for early education that
will be on this November’s ballot, and I hope
our readers will too. Ending cycles of poverty starts with giving our children the best
support possible. We must also improve our
educational system so that our kids are prepared and supported in finding meaningful
employment that provides great earnings and
a career ladder. We must address affordable,
quality housing — it’s a crisis in our community and increasingly, statewide. There are
many other supports that we have in place
and must maintain and in some cases expand
— for example, our child tax credits, child care
assistance, health care assistance, income
supports, and economic development.

NEW MEXICO HOUSE DISTRICT 48
The League
asked:

Tara L. Lujan
(Democrat)

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified in the legislature?

What gun laws would you support?

How would you address
alcohol-related crime and suicide?

What policies do you support to
address poverty in New Mexico?

Yes. The current Fed. Supreme Court’s decision
to overturn RvW gives the states the authority
to set their own abortion policies which has
damaged women’s rights to choose. I will continue to support legislation to keep New Mexico
as a beacon of safety, ensuring all patients
have access to the full spectrum of reproductive health care they need and deserve. I will
continue to vote to protect a women’s right to
choose her own healthcare and to keep medical
decisions privately between her medical provider and herself.

I sponsored gun legislation in 2021, HB166
CREATE NEW FIREARMS CRIMES. A bill that
addressed “ghost guns” and regulations to
control the manufacturing of them. I plan to
re-introduce the bill and support other practical gun legislation.

There are many factors that influence suicide
intentions, any substance use can be significantly linked to suicides and suicide attempts.
The correlation between substance use and
suicide need to be met with a public health
framework where behavioral health leaders
work to develop a cohesive strategy to reduce
suicidal behaviors and suicide rates. I have
and will continue to work to secure funding
for this framework that has been in place with
state agencies and behavioral health teams to
create the programs and services that have
proven measurable outcomes for acute care
and prevention.

I will support policy that will continue to
address climate justice/sustainable clean
economy, affordable housing/homelessness,
food insecurities, child welfare/behavioral
health access, education/financial literacy,
retirement savings programs, disability programs ... We live in a state where we have to
make sure we are protecting and respecting
our most vulnerable; that is our duty as public servants. We have done many wonderful
things in the past few years, but there is more
to do and we cannot do it alone. We need our
community members to join us and come to
us as we make these policies and let us know
what more we can and have to do to create a
just and equitable state.

NEW MEXICO HOUSE DISTRICT 50
The League
asked:

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified in the legislature?

What gun laws would you support?

How would you address alcohol-related crime and suicide?

What policies do you support to
address poverty in New Mexico?

Abortion is legal (and thus safe) in New Mexico
and it should remain that way. I would support
codifying that right only if it was necessary to
protect it.

I support reasonable gun laws that will help
keep us, and our kids, and our neighbors safe.
While I support the Second Amendment, it is
not absolute and weapons of war have no role
in hunting or personal safety.

We’re still rebuilding our behavioral healthcare
system, and treatment will always be more
effective than incarceration.

The best long-term fix is education, beginning
with early-childhood education. Preparing the
next generation for the jobs ahead will bring
economic development to New Mexico and
work to address poverty.

Matthew McQueen
(Democrat)
mcqueenfornm.com

NEW MEXICO HOUSE DISTRICT 70
The League
asked:

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified in the legislature?

What gun laws would you support?

How would you address alcohol-related crime and suicide?

What policies do you support to address poverty in New Mexico?

Ambrose M.
Castellano
(Democrat)

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NEW MEXICO JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT POSITION 1
Justice of the Supreme Court Serves as one of five justices on the highest court in New Mexico. It is the court of last resort and has supervisory control over all lesser courts and attorneys licensed in the
state. Required to hear appeals from the Public Regulation Commission, election challenges and criminal cases when a defendant is sentenced to the death penalty or life imprisonment. Has discretionary
authority to review rulings of the Court of Appeals and questions of law certified to it by the Court of Appeals or federal court. Must be 35 years old, have practiced law for 10 years, and have resided in
New Mexico for the last three years. Elected statewide for eight-year term.

The League
asked:

Have you been endorsed by the
Judicial Nominating Commission?

What qualifies you for this position?

What policies are needed to keep the
judiciary independent from political
influence?

What improvements, if any, are
needed in the Supreme Court?

I have been endorsed three (3) times by the
Judicial Nominating Commission for District
Court Judge. I did not apply to the Commission this time.

40 years of practice in all NM trial and appellate courts. J.D. U.S.C. “A” preeminent rating
from Martindale-Hubbell Peer Review Ratings.
Cited as authority in 3 appellate cases. 20+
years member prestigious American Law
Institute. Co-Chair of Child Support Guidelines
Commission which promulgated New Mexico’s
statutory Child Support Guidelines. Chair of
Rules Committee of the N.M. Supreme Court,
which promulgated statewide rules of procedure for domestic relations and domestic
violence cases. Selected as qualified to be
District Court Judge by Judicial Nominating
Commission. NM native.

A judge must place the law above any other
consideration in deciding a case. A judge cannot, in the performance of judicial duties, by
words or conduct, manifest bias or prejudice,
or engage in harassment, including but not
limited to bias, prejudice, or harassment based
upon race, religion, color, national origin, ethnicity, ancestry, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, marital status, spousal affiliation,
socioeconomic status, political affiliation, age,
physical or mental handicap or serious medical condition, nor permit others subject to the
judge’s direction or control to do so.

Because the Supreme Court is the rule-making
body governing all courts, attention must be
paid to adherence to the Constitution and the
rule of law throughout the state. Cases cannot
be decided because of a desired outcome, but
only on the law and facts of the case. Judges
must decide on what the law is, and not what
the law should be, in the opinion of the judge.
There can be no respect of persons before
the law, resulting in a different decision based
upon the person or company which appears
before the court. All persons are required to
be equal before the law, regardless of rich or
poor.

Yes. I was endorsed by the Bi-Partisan Judicial
Nominating Commission in November 2020
for the position I currently hold and appointed
by the Governor.

Serving on New Mexico’s two highest courts,
along with my over two decades in private
practice helping New Mexican families and
small businesses. As a judge, I have authored
more than 125 opinions and decided hundreds
of other cases in all areas of the law. While in
private practice, I co-chaired the State Bar’s
Ethics Advisory Committee and now serve as
the Supreme Court’s liaison to the Disciplinary
Board. I previously served as Co-Chair of the
Advisory Opinions Committee, dedicated to
advising judges on their responsibilities under
the Code of Judicial Conduct.

Public financing of judicial races is the most
important policy necessary to retain judicial
independence and deter political influence. In
2021, the Legislature expanded public financing to all district court races. NM is the only
state that provides public financing for both
statewide and district court judicial races.
Public financing alleviates concerns that a
judge’s decision was influenced by a large
campaign contribution and promotes public
trust in our judicial system. For that reason,
I’ve applied for and secured public financing in
my efforts to retain my seat on the Supreme
Court.

Access and transparency. Expanding virtual
hearings is cost effective, increases access,
saves money for citizens, and increases legal
service options to underrepresented communities. Virtual hearings reduce the time parties
have to take off work to attend and eliminate
transportation and childcare issues. Allowing
unrepresented parties to e-file pleadings also
expands access. Live-streaming Supreme
Court oral arguments increases transparency,
as the public can see our work. Expanding our
outreach to NM’s schools teaches students
about the role of the courts and the rule of law
in our society.

Thomas C.
Montoya
(Republican)

Julie J. Vargas
(Democrat)

More questions and
answers and complete
candidate information
at VOTE411.org
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NEW MEXICO JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT POSITION 2
The League
asked:

Have you been endorsed by the
Judicial Nominating Commission?

What qualifies you for this position?

What policies are needed to keep the
judiciary independent from political
influence?

What improvements, if any, are
needed in the Supreme Court?

Kerry J. Morris
(Republican)

No.

I’ve been practicing law for over 40 years. I
am a problem solver, not a part of the elite
legal establishment with vested interests in
furthering progressive political agendas. I
represent the working people of New Mexico;
they include families who’ve experienced tragedy, people who’ve been treated unfairly, and
people who are victims of crime. I understand
the problems of working people and small
business owners who have lost jobs, their
businesses due to government shutdowns. I
will bring to the Supreme Court the balance
of an outsider, a constitutionalist who strictly
interprets the law.

Increase judicial pay and make funding of the
courts independent of the politics of legislature and the governor by indexing them to
the pay rate for federal judges. The governor
just vetoed a pay raise for the judges that
would have done this. She did this without
explanation leaving us to speculate as to her
reasons. She vetoed the pay raise even though
the court ruled in her favor on all of her Covid
decrees. Perhaps the Governor was unhappy
with the recent ruling by the court on who
gets to spend the federal money. Clearly,
she was sending a political message to the
Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court will be improved with my
election to the Court through a better balance
of judicial philosophies. As the Albuquerque
Journal stated when it endorsed me for the
Supreme Court in 2020, “Morris, as a Republican, offers the Supreme Court some needed
diversity in philosophy and thinking. The
political balance of the court has historically
been to the left, and the pending retirement of
the Supreme Court’s only Republican, Judith
Nakamura, makes balancing the court with a
new Republican that much more important.”
Albuquerque Journal October 15, 2020

Yes, I was recommended by the Bi-Partisan
Judicial Nominating Commission for this position and appointed by the Governor.

I serve as a Supreme Court Justice, in this
position, with well-rounded legal experience
having litigated civil, criminal and children’s
court cases throughout the State of New
Mexico. More significantly, the experience I
gained as a trial and appellate court judge is
invaluable. I have served at every level of the
judiciary and presided in thousands of cases,
over 100 jury trials and every type of criminal
proceeding. I have in-depth knowledge of
our criminal justice system. Additionally, as
an appellate court judge I issued opinions in
every area of the law.

As Judges, we must adhere to our oath of
office and strict ethical rules, which requires
judges to decide cases without regard to
political or private interests and regardless of
public opinion. We are required to follow the
law and Constitution. Ethical rules also require
that we not state our opinions on political
issues. It is also critical that our state has
public financing for our appellate and district
judicial races to ensure that our campaigns are
not funded with large contributions from private sources. That is why I’ve applied for and
received public financing to run my campaign.

The Supreme Court is a respected and welloiled machine that has been following well-established protocols for decades. However, I
do believe upgraded technology, including
an updated case management system would
result in more efficiencies. Increasing access
to justice for our rural communities, continuing our efforts to better collaborate with our
justice partners to improve our criminal justice
system, and efforts such as our new Statewide Judicial Commission on Mental Health
will ensure we continue to meet the needs of
our residents who come into contact with the
judicial system.

Briana H. Zamora
(Democrat)

NEW MEXICO JUDGE OF THE COURT OF APPEALS POSITION 1
Judge of the Court of Appeals Serves as one of ten judges on the intermediate court between the district courts and the Supreme Court. Judges sit in panels of three. Court reviews appeals in all cases,
except criminal cases involving sentences of death or life imprisonment, appeals from the Public Regulation Commission, and cases involving habeas corpus. Must be 35 years old, have practiced law for
10 years, and have resided in New Mexico for the last three years. Elected statewide for eight-year term.

The League
asked:

Have you been endorsed by the
Judicial Nominating Commission?

What qualifies you for this position?

What policies are needed to keep the
judiciary independent from political
influence?

What improvements, if any, are
needed in the Court of Appeals?

Yes, for a District Court Judgeship. However, I
was not appointed by the Governor.

I have been a Family Lawyer since 1988. Family law involves everything that touches the
lives of our citizens. Some of those kinds of
cases are divorces, custody and time sharing,
child support, peoples’ houses and personal
belongings, at times domestic violence,
crimes, business matters, estate planning and
retirement plans. Family law can be very challenging, but is also very rewarding. The Court
of Appeals hears cases that someone believes
a trial judge decided incorrectly. Being a Family Lawyer both in and out of the Courtroom
on a variety of cases is a great background/
foundation.

The Judiciary is an equal branch of our government. Each branch has different responsibilities. Our Courts are responsible for following
the law when deciding a dispute. Every case
has facts relating to that case. Judges must
not make those decisions based on outside
influences. Judges should not create law
as the legislative branch of government is
responsible for that. Judges are to apply and
follow the rule of law. When the voters learn
about candidates, they should vote for the one
that fills the job description.

Our citizens deserve more expedient decisions
from the Court. The litigants’ lives are often
on hold for years while their case in the Court
winds its way through the complicated system
of an appeal. The job is to determine whether
a case was decided correctly and if not to
reverse it, and send it back with instructions
and explanations that give citizens and judges
guidance. If the case was decided correctly, it
should be affirmed quickly so that the litigants
can move forward with their lives. Hopefully,
I can assist with streamlining the process and
working for all our citizens.

I was recommended by the Bi-Partisan Judicial
Nominating Commission and interviewed,
vetted, and appointed by the Governor for this
position on the NM Court of Appeals.

I have over 34 years of experience as a practicing attorney and judge in my home state of
New Mexico. My experience is in nearly every
area of law that comes before the courts of
New Mexico. I served as a district judge for
over 9 years and I currently serve as a judge on
the Court of Appeals, having been appointed in
April 2021. Before becoming a judge, I served as
a prosecutor in the First and Fourth Judicial Districts. In my practice, I was a criminal defense
attorney and I handled a wide variety of civil
cases from divorces and auto accident cases to
complex wrongful death cases.

First and foremost, the judiciary must remain
independent from any influence, political or
otherwise. I believe the current Canons of
Judicial Conduct sufficiently set forth the
expected conduct of a judicial candidate
in a partisan election. However, I think the
requirements to qualify for public financing for
judicial campaigns should be adjusted. Instead
of having our committees collect over 1,300
$5 contributions, a different threshold should
be required in order to take money completely
out of the process.

In New Mexico, every litigant is entitled to one
appeal. The great majority of those appeals
are heard by the Court of Appeals (COA). As
a result, the COA has hundreds of cases on
its docket. Each of these cases takes time to
review and decide. Thus, the COA is a very
busy court. The COA is working hard to resolve
these appeals in a timely manner. However,
the judges at the COA are acutely aware of
the need to get these appeals resolved more
quickly. Thus, the COA, myself included, is constantly looking at ways to more efficiently and
expeditiously decide these appeals.

No

Strong academic and legal background: 1973
BA economics, University of Chicago; 1989,
JD, Washington College of Law (American University), 4th highest in class. Employed as a
Public Defender for 30 years.
Strong person: morally, spiritually, mentally,
and physically.
Good understanding of the cultures and values
of New Mexicans. I’ve lived here 45 years;
participated in Native American ceremonies;
traveled extensively through Navajo-land; currently employed at the Pueblo of Isleta.; and
Jewish. A good mix of cultures.

Mainly, the judiciary needs to do its job and protect our constitutional rights from government.
How quickly we, the people, lost our freedom
to a virus. I don’t understand “emergency powers” that continued over two years. The Governor used a Riot Control Act designed to control
riots to lock-down Gallup; she closed the
churches entirely the night before Easter 2020;
she told us what to wear and how many people
we can have in our homes, and the Courts did
nothing. Our rights are embodied in our federal
and state constitution and the Court needs to
protect the people from abuse of power.

Speedier resolution of cases. More backbone
to stand up and enforce the constitution
against the other branches of government.

Barbara V. Johnson
(Republican)

Gerald Edward
Baca
(Democrat)

Sophie I. Cooper
(write-in)
(Libertarian)

NEW MEXICO JUDGE OF THE COURT OF APPEALS POSITION 2
The League
asked:

Have you been endorsed by the
Judicial Nominating Commission?

What qualifies you for this position?

What policies are needed to keep the
judiciary independent from political
influence?

What improvements, if any, are
needed in the Court of Appeals?

Yes, the Bi-Partisan Judicial Nominating
Commission determined I was qualified and
recommended me to the Governor for an
extensive interview, and she appointed me to
this position.

I have worked and practiced in the district
and appellate courts for nearly fifteen years.
I first served as a law clerk for an appellate
and a district court judge. In private practice, I worked simultaneously as a criminal
staff attorney, trial counsel in complex civil
cases, and an appellate attorney. My practice
focused on legal writing and analysis, as well
as civil and appellate procedure. I served
multiple terms on the New Mexico Supreme
Court’s Appellate Rules Committee and the
Code of Professional Conduct Committee, and
I was privileged to teach legal writing at UNM
School of Law.

Many policies protect judicial independence.
The Code of Judicial Conduct requires judges
to maintain independence, integrity, and
impartiality, whether campaigning or applying
the law. District court judges’ decisions are
subject to one automatic review and the Court
of Appeals’ decisions may also be further
evaluated by the New Mexico Supreme Court.
The Judicial Standards Commission reviews a
judge’s professional conduct and assists the
public to decide whether to retain the judge.
The judge, though, must recognize her own
biases, adhere to the law, and disregard political influences.

The Court of Appeals is responsible for reviewing almost all cases appealed in New Mexico,
involving nearly every area of the law. Because
we are a such a busy, the biggest need is
to move cases through the system so that
appeals are timely heard and parties get the
resolution they need. Since joining the Court,
I’ve utilized my appellate, trial, civil, and criminal experience to work with my colleagues
to be an active and productive addition to the
Court. I have focused on learning quickly, carefully reviewing cases, and keeping in mind the
parties who are waiting for decisions.

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

No, I have not. I have been endorsed by the
Albuquerque Police Officers’ Association.
When I ran for Court of Appeals in 2020 I was
endorsed by the Albuquerque Journal.

My experience as a manager and trial attorney has prepared me to serve on the Court
of Appeals. For twelve years I have worked
as a trial attorney and prosecutor. In Gallup,
I represented the State in numerous jury and
bench trials in the Magistrate and District
Courts. I also filed several appeals on behalf of
the State. I continue my work as a prosecutor
in Farmington. I also served as the Chief Prosecutor of the Navajo Nation where I managed
ten prosecutor offices and several dozen staff
across the reservation in addition to practicing in the tribal courts.

It is absolutely essential for a judge to be
impartial and to maintain the rule of law. This
means judges should be open minded, unbiased, remain impartial and non-partisan when
rendering decisions.

I believe bringing balance to the Court would
be an improvement. The Court could use an
addition who has significant experience practicing in rural New Mexico and tribal courts.
My addition to the bench would add a completely different voice to the Court of Appeals.
I was born in Shiprock and grew up outside
Farmington. I am a member of the Navajo
Nation (my clan is Near to Water born for
Big Water). I have practiced law in rural New
Mexico my entire career and I have experience
in tribal court. Because of my work in public
safety, I also appreciate the criminal law
issues New Mexicans face.

Katherine Anne
Wray
(Democrat)

Stephen P. Curtis
(Libertarian)

Gertrude Lee
(Republican)

SANTA FE COUNTY MAGISTRATE JUDGE DIVISION 1
Four-year term. The 54 Magistrate Courts have limited jurisdiction, hearing cases with claims up to $10,000 in tort, contract, and landlord/tenant civil cases, plus misdemeanor, DWI/DUI and other traffic
violations. Magistrate Judges also conduct preliminary hearings in felony cases. There are 67 Magistrate Judges. Minimum qualifications: at least 18 years of age, resident of the district, high school graduation or equivalent.

The League
asked:

What policies are necessary to
keep the judiciary free of political
influence?

What, if any, changes to the laws
would you support to assure fair
treatment for everyone?

What can be done to eliminate the
judicial backlog?

Would you favor non-partisan
elections for this office? Explain.

David A. Segura
(Democrat)

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

SANTA FE COUNTY MAGISTRATE JUDGE DIVISION 2
The League
asked:

Dev Atma Singh
Khalsa
(Democrat)
facebook.com/
khalsa4mag

What policies are necessary to
keep the judiciary free of political
influence?

What, if any, changes to the laws
would you support to assure fair
treatment for everyone?

What can be done to eliminate the
judicial backlog?

Would you favor non-partisan
elections for this office? Explain.

The judicial and political are intertwined the
world over. The Founders’ solution was lifetime appointments.
While campaigning, I have found it inspiring to
connect with people, and to realize how aware
New Mexicans are of their history. I don’t think
we would favor any kind of top-down tinkering
with what we have. For example, while it can
seem strange to elect judges, I don’t think we
want to hand a blanket appointment power to
the executive branch.
At the magistrate level, especially in rural
areas, it makes sense why we keep the
courts open to a popular contest. It promotes
accountability. This should be a “court for the
people,” and that is why my “Let’s THRIVE,
Santa Fe!” campaign has been developed with
increased service in mind.

Fairness starts with enabling everyone to
make good choices. So:
1. A massive increase in public education funding. I will leave that to the legislature.
2. A substantial pay raise for state employees.
The staff I work with at the DA’s, and the staff
at the courts, are immensely burdened. Many
help crime victims process grief in a time of
sudden loss. They should be compensated
better than Becky at Domino’s.
No one gets the job done without support. So
fairness, too, is established not by top-down
directives, but by lending support where it is
needed.
To this end, I will seek to hire a fulltime, bilingual paralegal (independent from the court) to
educate, make referrals, and help people make
good decisions. TRANSPARENCY is a promise.

The answer is diligence (which is why experience matters). But please understand it is not
the court but the parties that ultimately drive
the efficiency of the process. That said, I plan
to make the parties accountable.
1. Rights-focused DWI case management. This
means outlining two clear tracks for cases,
one aimed at simple plea deals (where no
major issues at stake), the other at ensuring a
fair trial for the accused.
2. Address the roots of domestic violence.
NM is 2d in the US for DV homicides. We
must stop these crimes before they escalate.
Programs are already at work in NM (notably
Taos) to center DV cases. I will launch a similar
program in SF within 1 year. We owe it to each
other to do what has been shown to work.

I am not enthusiastic about national politics
or the way manufactured narratives seep into
local debates by way of social media. The
overall effect clouds what are otherwise ultimately practical issues. I am in favor of giving
alternative parties a voice at the table, generally. But I think the NM election laws are pretty
fair, in that they give latitude to write-in and
third-party candidates, after primary season.

SANTA FE COUNTY MAGISTRATE JUDGE DIVISION 3
The League
asked:

What policies are necessary to
keep the judiciary free of political
influence?

What, if any, changes to the laws
would you support to assure fair
treatment for everyone?

What can be done to eliminate the
judicial backlog?

Would you favor non-partisan elections for this office? Explain.?

John A. Rysanek
(Democrat)

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

SANTA FE COUNTY MAGISTRATE JUDGE DIVISION 4
The League
asked:

What policies are necessary to keep
the judiciary free of political influence?

What, if any, changes to the laws
would you support to assure fair
treatment for everyone?

What can be done to eliminate the
judicial backlog?

Would you favor non-partisan
elections for this office? Explain.

Donita O. Sena
(Democrat)

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

SANTA FE COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 1
Four-year term. The person in this office, together with other members of the County Commission is responsible for County government budget, County ordinances and resolutions, and zoning and business regulation in unincorporated areas, and sets policy for the operations of County government. Minimum qualifications: at least 18 years of age and a resident of the district from which elected.

The League
asked:

Justin S. Greene
(Democrat)
justingreene.com

How can the county foster broadband
for every household?

What could you do to increase
affordable housing in Santa Fe
County?

Would you support a living wage for
Santa Fe county employees?

Should the county and city consolidate their water departments or
continue to have separate entities?

First: Planning: Any comprehensive goals need
achievable long-term planning to make sure
that we can get the job done. A goal to reach
our 80%-90% broadband connectivity will
need to scope design, funding and partnerships. Some details of a plan:
a. Develop an open network backbone of fiber
with an affordable connection to the regional
internet hubs.
b. Recruit last-mile providers to build out to
homes. Santa Fe County needs partners to
build-out the ‘fiber-to-the-premise’ projects.
c. Build our broadband workforce: Our community college is well-positioned to provide
the training that installation partners need to
feel like this is a good market to invest in.
d. Use recent federal and state funding to support items a, b & c.

1. Provide subsidies to develop additional
dwelling units (ADUs) that are rented longterm and for ‘strategic’ civic housing.
2. Design livable community plans for growth
areas and infill projects that make sure housing development also supports our existing
neighborhoods. These new developments
need to fit our style and community character
while providing affordable units for our workforce.
3. Finance affordable & strategic housing projects through a portion of a GO bond.
4. Work with major employers to address the
housing crisis. Our major employers cite housing as a issue hurting their growth and stability. We can work together to address this.

Yes. Of course. We (Santa Fe County and all
businesses, in general) should strive to provide a comprehensive employment package
for staff that covers their basic needs and a
healthy lifestyle: housing, food, healthcare,
childcare, transportation, utilities. Any living wage program (regulation) should have
impact mitigation solutions for small and
locally-owned businesses that might not be
able to support a significant jump in the cost
of labor.

The City and County already work together
on issues around the Buckman (BDD) sourced
system.
Areas outside of this partnership should be
explored for efficiency and coordination’s sake
while also allowing for local autonomy and
management within the greater organization.
A coordinated and consolidated system will
be able to share resources (staff, experts, and
yes, water) in a way that allows for the dozens
of systems to operate safely and consistently.
As the water resources in the west continue
to be stretched, our area needs a coordinated and consistent voice at the table when
regional and interstate negotiations happen.
Any consolidated administration should be
housed at the County as the majority of the
individual systems reside there.

SANTA FE COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 3
The League
asked:

Camilla M.
Bustamante
(Democrat)
Bustamante4
district3.com

What are your suggestions for
reducing violent crime?

Do you support creating dedicated
open spaces for people experiencing
homelessness? Explain.

How would you plan for population
growth in Santa Fe County?

What is the best way to build trust in
the leadership of the county?

Research shows that investment in community resources that provide place-based opportunities for personal development and social
interaction have less violent crime. These
resources may include summer employment
opportunities, social activities, and support
services to engage disinvested community
members. Connected communities have
less crime and I will employ community
engagement strategies for this purpose and
for the purpose of improving the quality of
life. Unfortunately, reducing violent crime
and addressing violent crime as a community
are both necessary - it remains important for
community members to be informed on how
to protect themselves and work collectively to
reduce crime in our area.

The homelessness crisis is much more complicated. Though not all homeless are affected by
mental illness, since the 1980s this has been a
major factor for most who live on our streets.
Though I have never heard of “open space” as
a solution for this problem, I do understand
that people require infrastructure and support
services to have stability and an improved
quality of life. Creating inclusive spaces where
individuals have support to live with dignity
and respect is the ideal place-based solution,
and I am committed to working toward such
efforts.

Planning for continued population growth in
Santa Fe County requires having the current
residents at the table in the process. This is
crucial to ensuring that residents and the children of residents are not displaced within their
own community, which has been the case for
over at least the past five decades. To this end,
the engaged community should inform policies to ensure an affordable cost of living for
present and future generations. Policies and
strategies for growth must take in to account
the geographically and culturally unique
aspects of our area to include equitable allocation of water and infrastructure resources.

The best way to build trust in the leadership of
the county is through communication and by
working directly with community members to
address concerns and meet community goals.
Decision making that is consistent with one’s
values, showing pride in community, working
with integrity are all key to building trust in
leadership.

SANTA FE COUNTY SHERIFF
County Sheriff, four-year term. The Sheriff enforces the provisions of all county ordinances; aids in the arrest and detention of escaped prisoners; and serves and executes all process, writs, and orders
directed to him/her by magistrate judges and certain others directed by municipal judges. Minimum qualifications: at least 18 years of age and a legal resident and elector of New Mexico.

The League
asked:

Adan Mendoza
(Democrat)
sheriffmendoza2022.
com

What qualifications would you
prioritize in hiring additional officers?

What factors should be considered
when dealing with a possible mental
health issue?

What are your suggestions for
limiting gun violence in the county?

What additional steps might be
taken to reduce the incidence of
drunk driving?

Recruitment and retention are essential priorities for my second term as Sheriff and it
has been a priority during this term. Times are
challenging for the law enforcement profession, and recruitment is a difficulty we must
contend with.
Deputy sheriffs need to possess several fundamental qualities. Honesty and integrity are
essential. Deputies must demonstrate good
judgment along with good communication
skills. Our agency seeks to employ persons
who hold these qualities.
I believe that our deputy sheriffs and their
job, responding to dangerous situations and
engaging members of our community, are crucial to keeping Santa Fe County safe and making it safer for the greater community. We will
continue seeking out the best and brightest.

When deputies respond to incidents where a
person is suffering from a mental health crisis,
the safety of the individual is the utmost priority for that deputy.
Police officers are not trained mental health
professionals but are often the first responders on the scene at an incident.
As Sheriff, I have worked during my first term
to help initiate the county’s Law Enforcement
Assisted Diversion (LEAD) Program. LEAD is
a public safety program providing deputies
a vehicle to divert individuals to community-based health services instead of arrest, jail,
and prosecution.
The LEAD program is vital to the county’s
behavioral health strategic plan. I will work to
expand this program in my second term.

Gun violence is rising. It is a public health
crisis.
Law enforcement agencies need to identify
problem areas in communities where surges in
gun violence occur and we need to collaborate
to engage those criminals perpetrating violent
acts. Law enforcement agencies must share
information and work together to identify
those victimizing the communities and hold
them accountable.
Communities need to engage our youth
and offer beneficial alternatives before they
engage in gang activity. Firearm access to
youth must be reduced. Keeping guns out of
the hands of those who are violent is essential.
We need to work with families and the community to get guns off the streets and ensure
that justice is swift when gun violence is
involved.

DWI is one of the most severe and lethal
crimes in our community. It is a public health
epidemic.
Most DWI arrests are made after witnessing a
separate motor vehicle infraction and catching
impaired drivers. Traffic enforcement patrols
are vital to curtailing drunk drivers and taking
them off our roadways.
Convicting drunk drivers is one of the most
labor-intensive, technical jobs performed by
DWI deputies. They must ensure that their
reports are precisely outlined and all evidence
is introduced for a successful prosecution. We
ensure deputies show up to court and work
with the District Attorney to make certain
cases are filed and the trial is efficient and
effective.
Lastly, DWI offenders must be held accountable by our judicial system
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SANTA FE COUNTY ASSESSOR
Four-year term. The County Assessor is responsible for the tax related valuation of all county property, with certain exceptions, and prepares a periodic property tax schedule. Minimum qualifications: at
least 18 years of age and a legal elector and resident of New Mexico.

The League
asked:

How would you rate the services
currently being provided by the
County Assessor’s office?

Is the current staffing sufficient?

Are you satisfied that current practices ensure full transparency?

If the services provided by the
Assessor’s office need improvement,
what changes would you make?

I believe the current administration has done
a good job in delivering current and correct
values to Santa Fe County especially considering how the market has changed in the last
few years.

No. Currently, the Assessor’s Office has many
vacancies. Due to inflation, it is difficult for the
Assessor’s Office to be competitive, and this is
something they are working to improve on.

Yes. Taxpayers are able to search the Santa
Fe County Assessor’s website and find information regarding their property. Using the
documents tab, you can find multiple years of
Notice of Values for a given parcel. The taxpayer can also find their square footage and
property characteristics using the property
map search tool. There is a good amount of
information that can be easily accessed at any
time by the taxpayer.

I would like to continue offering and improving
on the great service the previous administrations have provided to their constituents.

Isaiah F. Romero
(Democrat)
isaiah4assessor.com

NEW MEXICO PROBATE JUDGE SANTA FE COUNTY
Probate Judge Four-year term. Probate Judges serve the public in exercising jurisdiction over cases of informal probate necessary to the proper settlement of estates of deceased persons. Minimum qualifications: at least 18 years of age and a resident of the county where elected.

The League
asked:

What additional equipment, technology or personnel is needed to enable
the Probate Court to better serve citizens, e.g., immediate phone access,
specific office hours and the like?

Do you support any changes to the
qualifications required to serve as
Probate Judge? Explain.

What would you like the community
to know about you as a person
holding this position?

What are the most challenging
types of cases that come before the
Probate Court?

Cordilia M.
Montoya
(Democrat)

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 1

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 2

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 3

PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 12, SECTION 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF NEW MEXICO TO PROVIDE FOR ADDITIONAL ANNUAL
DISTRIBUTIONS OF THE PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND FOR ENHANCED
INSTRUCTION FOR STUDENTS AT RISK OF FAILURE, EXTENDING THE
SCHOOL YEAR, TEACHER COMPENSATION AND EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION; REQUIRING CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL FOR DISTRIBUTIONS
FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION.

PROPOSING TO AMEND ARTICLE 9, SECTION 14 OF THE CONSTITUTION
OF NEW MEXICO TO ALLOW PUBLIC INVESTMENT TO PROVIDE ACCESS
TO ESSENTIAL HOUSEHOLD SERVICES, INCLUDING INTERNET, ENERGY,
WATER, WASTEWATER AND OTHER SIMILAR SERVICES AS PROVIDED
BY LAW, UPON THE ENACTMENT OF GENERAL IMPLEMENTING LEGISLATION BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE MEMBERS ELECTED TO EACH
HOUSE OF THE LEGISLATURE.

PROPOSING TO AMEND ARTICLE 6, SECTION 35 OF THE CONSTITUTION
OF NEW MEXICO TO PROVIDE THAT AN APPOINTED JUDGE SERVE
AT LEAST ONE YEAR BEFORE A GENERAL ELECTION IS HELD FOR THE
OFFICE TO WHICH THE JUDGE WAS APPOINTED.

ENMIENDA CONSTITUCIONAL 1

ENMIENDA CONSTITUCIONAL 2

SE PROPONE ENMENDAR EL ARTÍCULO 12, SECCIÓN 7 DE LA CONSTITUCIÓN DE NUEVO MÉXICO PARA PROVEER DISTRIBUCIONES
ANUALES ADICIONALES DEL FONDO ESCOLAR PERMANENTE PARA LA
INSTRUCCIÓN AUMENTADA DE ESTUDIANTES EN RIESGO DE FRACASO,
EXTENDER EL AÑO ESCOLAR, COMPENSACIÓN PARA EDUCADORES Y
EDUCACIÓN DE LA PRIMERA INFANCIA; REQUIRIENDO LA APROBACIÓN
DEL CONGRESO SOBRE LAS DISTRIBUCIONES PARA EDUCACIÓN DE LA
PRIMERA INFANCIA.

SE PROPONE ENMENDAR EL ARTÍCULO 9, SECCIÓN 14 DE LA CONSTITUCIÓN DE NUEVO MÉXICO PARA PERMITIR INVERSIÓN PÚBLICA PARA
PROVEER ACCESO A SERVICIOS ESENCIALES DEL HOGAR, INCLUYENDO
INTERNET, ENERGÍA, AGUA, AGUAS RESIDUALES Y OTROS SERVICIOS
SIMILARES SEGÚN LO PREVISTO POR LA LEY, CUANDO SE ESTABLEZCA
LA LEGISLACIÓN GENERAL DE IMPLEMENTACIÓN POR VOTO MAYORITARIO DE LOS MIEMBROS ELECTOS A CADA CÁMARA DE LA LEGISLATURA.

ENMIENDA CONSTITUCIONAL 3
SE PROPONE ENMENDAR EL ARTÍCULO 6, SECCIÓN 35 DE LA CONSTITUCIÓN DE NUEVO MÉXICO PARA PROVEER QUE UN JUEZ DESIGNADO
SIRVA POR LO MENOS UN AÑO ANTES DE QUE SE ADMINISTRE UNA
ELECCIÓN GENERAL PARA EL CARGO AL QUE EL JUEZ FUE DESIGNADO.

NEW MEXICO GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS
BOND QUESTION 1

BOND QUESTION 2

BOND QUESTION 3

THE 2022 CAPITAL PROJECTS GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND ACT AUTHORIZES THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF SENIOR CITIZEN FACILITY IMPROVEMENT, CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT ACQUISITION BONDS. SHALL
THE STATE BE AUTHORIZED TO ISSUE GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS
IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED TWENTY-FOUR MILLION FOUR HUNDRED SEVENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($24,470,000) TO MAKE CAPITAL
EXPENDITURES FOR CERTAIN SENIOR CITIZEN FACILITY IMPROVEMENT,
CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT ACQUISITION PROJECTS AND PROVIDE FOR A GENERAL PROPERTY TAX IMPOSITION AND LEVY FOR THE
PAYMENT OF PRINCIPAL OF, INTEREST ON AND EXPENSES INCURRED IN
CONNECTION WITH THE ISSUANCE OF THE BONDS AND THE COLLECTION OF THE TAX AS PERMITTED BY LAW?

THE 2022 CAPITAL PROJECTS GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND ACT AUTHORIZES THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF LIBRARY ACQUISITION BONDS.
SHALL THE STATE BE AUTHORIZED TO ISSUE GENERAL OBLIGATION
BONDS IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED NINETEEN MILLION TWO HUNDRED SIXTY-SIX THOUSAND DOLLARS ($19,266,000) TO MAKE CAPITAL
EXPENDITURES FOR ACADEMIC, PUBLIC SCHOOL, TRIBAL AND PUBLIC
LIBRARY RESOURCE ACQUISITIONS AND PROVIDE FOR A GENERAL
PROPERTY TAX IMPOSITION AND LEVY FOR THE PAYMENT OF PRINCIPAL OF, INTEREST ON AND EXPENSES INCURRED IN CONNECTION WITH
THE ISSUANCE OF THE BONDS AND THE COLLECTION OF THE TAX AS
PERMITTED BY LAW?

THE 2022 CAPITAL PROJECTS GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND ACT AUTHORIZES THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF HIGHER EDUCATION, SPECIAL
SCHOOLS AND TRIBAL SCHOOLS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AND ACQUISITION BONDS. SHALL THE STATE BE AUTHORIZED TO ISSUE GENERAL
OBLIGATION BONDS IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED
FIFTEEN MILLION NINE HUNDRED EIGHTY-SIX THOUSAND DOLLARS
($215,986,000) TO MAKE CAPITAL EXPENDITURES FOR CERTAIN
HIGHER EDUCATION, SPECIAL SCHOOLS AND TRIBAL SCHOOLS CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENTS AND ACQUISITIONS AND PROVIDE FOR A GENERAL
PROPERTY TAX IMPOSITION AND LEVY FOR THE PAYMENT OF PRINCIPAL OF, INTEREST ON AND EXPENSES INCURRED IN CONNECTION WITH
THE ISSUANCE OF THE BONDS AND THE COLLECTION OF THE TAX AS
PERMITTED BY LAW?

PREGUNTA DE BONOS 1
LA LEY DE BONOS DE OBLIGACIÓN GENERAL DE PROYECTOS DE CAPITAL DE 2022 AUTORIZA LA EMISIÓN Y VENTA DE BONOS PARA LA
MEJORA DE INSTALACIONES, CONSTRUCCIÓN Y LA ADQUISICIÓN DE
EQUIPOS PARA PERSONAS DE EDAD AVANZADA. ¿ESTARÁ EL ESTADO
AUTORIZADO A EMITIR BONOS DE OBLIGACIÓN GENERAL POR UNA
CANTIDAD QUE NO EXCEDA LOS VEINTICUATRO MILLONES, CUATROCIENTOS SETENTA MIL DÓLARES ($24,470,000) PARA REALIZAR
GASTOS DE CAPITAL PARA CIERTOS PROYECTOS DE MEJORA DE INSTALACIONES, CONSTRUCCIÓN Y ADQUISICIÓN DE EQUIPO PARA PERSONAS DE EDAD AVANZADA Y PROVEER UNA IMPOSICIÓN GENERAL DE
IMPUESTOS SOBRE LA PROPIEDAD Y RECAUDAR EL PAGO DEL CAPITAL,
LOS INTERESES Y LOS GASTOS INCURRIDOS EN RELACIÓN CON LA
EMISIÓN DE LOS BONOS Y EL COBRO DEL IMPUESTO SEGÚN LO PERMITIDO POR LA LEY?

PREGUNTA DE BONOS 2
LA LEY DE BONOS DE OBLIGACIÓN GENERAL DE PROYECTOS DE CAPITAL DE 2022 AUTORIZA LA EMISIÓN Y VENTA DE BONOS PARA LA
ADQUISICIÓN DE RECURSOS BIBLIOTECARIOS. ¿ESTARÁ EL ESTADO
AUTORIZADO A EMITIR BONOS DE OBLIGACIÓN GENERAL POR UNA
CANTIDAD QUE NO EXCEDA LOS DIECINUEVE MILLONES DOSCIENTOS
SESENTA Y SEIS MIL DÓLARES ($19,266,000) PARA REALIZAR GASTOS
DE CAPITAL PARA LA ADQUISICIÓN DE RECURSOS PARA BIBLIOTECAS ACADÉMICAS, DE ESCUELAS PÚBLICAS, TRIBALES Y PÚBLICAS Y
PROVEER UNA IMPOSICIÓN GENERAL DE IMPUESTOS SOBRE LA PROPIEDAD Y RECAUDAR EL PAGO DEL CAPITAL, LOS INTERESES Y LOS GASTOS INCURRIDOS EN RELACIÓN CON LA EMISIÓN DE LOS BONOS Y EL
COBRO DEL IMPUESTO SEGÚN LO PERMITIDO POR LA LEY?

PREGUNTA DE BONOS 3
LA LEY DE BONOS DE OBLIGACIÓN GENERAL DE PROYECTOS DE CAPITAL DE 2022 AUTORIZA LA EMISIÓN Y VENTA DE BONOS PARA LA
ADQUISICIÓN Y MEJORA DE ESCUELAS DE EDUCACIÓN SUPERIOR,
ESCUELAS ESPECIALES Y ESCUELAS TRIBALES. ¿ESTARÁ EL ESTADO
AUTORIZADO A EMITIR BONOS DE OBLIGACIÓN GENERAL POR UNA
CANTIDAD QUE NO EXCEDA LOS DOSCIENTOS QUINCE MILLONES
NOVECIENTOS OCHENTA Y SEIS MIL DÓLARES ($215,986,000) PARA
REALIZAR GASTOS DE CAPITAL PARA LAS MEJORAS Y ADQUISICIONES
DE CIERTAS ESCUELAS DE EDUCACIÓN SUPERIOR, ESCUELAS ESPACIALES Y ESCUELAS TRIBALES Y PROVEER UNA IMPOSICIÓN GENERAL DE
IMPUESTOS SOBRE LA PROPIEDAD Y RECAUDAR EL PAGO DEL CAPITAL,
LOS INTERESES Y LOS GASTOS INCURRIDOS EN RELACIÓN CON LA
EMISIÓN DE LOS BONOS Y EL COBRO DEL IMPUESTO SEGÚN LO PERMITIDO POR LA LEY?

SANTA FE COUNTY GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS
BOND QUESTION 1

BOND QUESTION 2

BOND QUESTION 3

Shall Santa Fe County issue up to $13,000,000 in general obligation
bonds payable from general (ad valorem) taxes to acquire, construct,
design, equip, and improve roads within the County?

Shall Santa Fe County issue up to $7,000,000 in general obligation
bonds payable from general (ad valorem) taxes to acquire real property
and necessary water rights for, and to construct, design, equip, rehabilitate, and improve, water and wastewater projects within the County?

Shall Santa Fe County issue up to $5,000,000 in general obligation
bonds payable from general (ad valorem) taxes to acquire, design, construct, improve, equip, and restore open space, trails and parks within
the County.

PREGUNTA DE BONOS 2

PREGUNTA DE BONOS 3

¿Deberá el Condado de Santa Fe emitir hasta $7.000.000 (siete millones
de dólares) en bonos de obligación general a pagarse con impuestos
generales (ad valorem) para adquirir bienes inmuebles y derechos de
agua necesarios para construir, diseñar, equipar, rehabilitar y mejorar
proyectos de agua y aguas residuales dentro del Condado?

¿Deberá el Condado de Santa Fe emitir hasta $5.000.000 (cinco millones de dólares) en bonos de obligación general a pagarse con impuestos generales (ad valorem) para adquirir, diseñar, construir, mejorar,
equipar y restaurar espacios abiertos, senderos y parques dentro del
Condado?

PREGUNTA DE BONOS 1
¿Deberá el Condado de Santa Fe emitir hasta $13.000.000 (trece millones de dólares) en bonos de obligación general a pagarse con impuestos generales (ad valorem) para adquirir, construir, diseñar, equipar y
mejorar carreteras dentro del Condado?

UPCOMING
CANDIDATE
FORUMS

Monday, October 17, 5:30-7 p.m., Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 107 Barcelona Road, Santa Fe.
Jay C. Groseclose and Andrea D. Romero, candidates for New Mexico Representative District 46.
Tuesday, October 18, 5:30-7 p.m. Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 107 Barcelona Road, Santa Fe.
Teresa Leger Fernandez and Alexis Martinez Johnson, candidates for U.S. Representative District 3.
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