
  

 

“Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion” 

Where We Were Then 

Where We Are Now 

 

This issue of The Voter has two 

themes: LWVSFC Legislative 

Advocacy in the state’s 60-day 

Legislative Session and Black History 

Month. I volunteered to write a short 

piece on how racial justice struggles 

have evolved over the years. Turns out 

this is no easy task. I’m an elderly 

white lady in Santa Fe and unqualified 

to say the least. I must rely other 

voices to explore the question. 
 

 April 4, 2021, will mark 53 years 

since the assassination of Martin 

Luther King, Jr. In this issue there is an 

article on Dr. King, beautifully 

recalling his wisdom and perceptions 

on American society. I’m using Dr. 

King’s nonviolent campaigns for 

justice as my benchmark. Here’s what 

he had to say in 1967 in his book, 

“Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos 

or Community?”  
 

“The majority of white Americans 
consider themselves sincerely 
committed to justice for the 
Negro. They believe that 
American society is essentially 
hospitable to fair play and to  
 
 
 

steady growth toward a middle-
class Utopia embodying racial 
harmony. But unfortunately, this is 
a fantasy of self-deception and 
comfortable vanity….Laws are 
passed in a crisis mood after a 
Birmingham or a Selma, but no 
substantial fervor survives the 
formal signing of legislation. The 
recording of the law in itself is 
treated as the reality of the 
reform.”  
 

More recently, we can look to the 

extensive current data on poverty, 

education, incarceration, health, voter 

suppression, segregation, mortality 

rates, and policing. Mississippi 

formally ratified the 13th Amendment 

banning slavery on February 7, 2013.  
 

The Black Lives Matter movement 

was founded in 2013 as a hashtag 

during protests after the acquittal of 

the man who murdered Trayvon 

Martin, a boy President Obama said 

“could have been my son.” 
 

In the interests of brevity, we’ll move 

right to the present. 
 

Isabel Wilkerson, author of Caste: The 

Origins of Our Discontents, offered a 

powerful insight during a podcast 

interview with Sway on January 21, 

2021. She’s talking about the 

immediate aftermath of the violent 

attack on the US Capitol on January 6: 
(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from page 7) 
 

So, among the many scenes that 
struck me to my core was after 
the rampage had been quelled 
and it was later into the night, 
and the cleaning crew is brought 
in to clean up after the damage 
that had been done. It fell to them 
in order to do that. And there they 
were, laboring in their uniforms, 
bent over with mops and brooms 
and with masks over their faces. 
And I saw instantly the people 
assigned to the subordinated 
caste for 400 years, since before 
there was the United States, still 
consigned to their historic role of 
serving and cleaning up after 
those who had been programmed 
to see themselves as dominant 
and superior and supreme. And 
we know that, had people who 
looked like those janitors in that 
crew that we saw working late 
into the night, if they had deigned 
to burst into the Capitol like that, 
we know what would have come 
of that. They wouldn’t have lived 
to tell. 
 

 

Ibram X. Kendi, author of Stamped 

from the Beginning: The Definitive 

History of Racist Ideas in America, 

published an article in the Atlantic 

online shortly after the Capitol attack. 

The title reveals his view: “Denial: 

The Heartbeat of America.” In 

conclusion he offers this: 

 
 
 
 

 
We must stop the heartbeat of 
denial and revive America to the 
thumping beat of truth. The 
carnage has no chance of 
stopping until the denial stops. 
This is not who we are must 
become, in the aftermath of the 
attack on the U.S. Capitol: This is 
precisely who we are. And we are 
ashamed. And we are aggrieved 
at what we’ve done, at how we let 
this happen. But we will change. 
We will hold the perpetrators 
accountable. We will change 
policy and practices. We will 
radically root out this problem. It 
will be painful. But without pain 
there is no healing.  
 

I’ll conclude with two Black voices 

on the struggle. May they inspire 

courage and motivation at last to 

shake off the lies and face the light.  
 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.: 
 

“Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness; only light can do 
that.” (1967) 

 

 And Amanda Gorman, with an 

excerpt from “The Hill We 

Climb” (January 20, 2021): 
 

We will rebuild, reconcile and 
recover 
and every known nook of our 
nation and 
every corner called our country, 
our people diverse and beautiful 
will emerge, 
battered and beautiful 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from page 8) 

 
When day comes we step out of 
the shade, 
aflame and unafraid 
The new dawn blooms as we free it 
For there is always light, 
If only we're brave enough to see it 
if only we're brave enough to be it. 
 

 
It’s our task to work honestly to ensure 

that the climb does not continue 

endlessly like Sisyphus pushing 

 the rock.              

—Irene Epp 

 

 

 

 

 

 


