










1ST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDGE RETENTION: DIVISION 8 
Voters at a nonpartisan retention election may vote either “yes” or “no” for each individual judge up for retention.  To retain the office, a judge must receive 57% “yes” votes of all the votes cast on the question of retention.  The 
website of the Judicial Performance Evaluation Committee, www.nmjpec.org, includes evaluations and information about judicial retention candidates. 

Mary Marlowe 
Sommer

Prior to coming to the bench, I worked in private practice for 
approximately 18 years. I began working for the Court in 2008 
and became a judge in 2010. I have served on Family court, Chil-
dren’s court, Adult Criminal court and our Drug Courts. In 2017, 
I became the Chief Judge for our District. I have a strong work 
ethic. I value candor. I have strong organizational skills. I am fair 
and empathetic to victims and defendants alike; but I am neces-
sarily firm in my decision-making. 

The Santa Fe Magistrate Court is in need of a new courthouse.  
The Espanola Magistrate Court needs facility improvements.  The 
Santa Fe District Court, the Santa Fe and Espanola Magistrate 
Courts are seriously understaffed. Employees are doing two or 
more jobs,. Because of our merger with the Magistrate Courts, 
our Human Resources and Administrative Divisions have taken 
on more work. We need competitive salaries to get and keep 
employees.  

I think the existing New Mexico Code of Judicial Conduct keeps 
the judiciary independent from political interference. A copy of 
the New Mexico Code of Judicial Conduct can be found on New 
Mexico One Source which is a free legal research tool.

1. What attributes and experience do you bring to your 
service as a current judge?

2. Given your experience as a judge, what improvements 
are needed in the First Judicial District Court, and how 
could those improvements be implemented?

3. What policies and/or ethical practices are critical to 
keeping the judiciary independent from political interfer-
ence?

The 
League 
asked:

1ST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDGE RETENTION: DIVISION 9 
Voters at a nonpartisan retention election may vote either “yes” or “no” for each individual judge up for retention.  To retain the office, a judge must receive 57% “yes” votes of all the votes cast on the question of retention.  The 
website of the Judicial Performance Evaluation Committee, www.nmjpec.org, includes evaluations and information about judicial retention candidates. 

Matthew Justin 
Wilson

My goal is to be conscientious and thoughtful regarding the 
decisions that I make, knowing that the cases that I preside over 
impact individual lives.  Having practiced law for 16 years and 
having served on the bench for an additional 7 years, I have a 
strong understanding of the law and strive every day to apply the 
law fairly and impartially, without forgetting my common sense.  
I also endeavor every day to be courteous and patient with every-
one who appears in my courtroom.

As a long-time member of the Access to Justice Committee, I 
have seen the positive impact that is made when the legal com-
munity reaches out to the public to provide free legal services. 
In a similar vein, the court should implement a civics program 
to educate the public, especially children, about the role of the 
judiciary as an equal and independent branch of government with 
a primary function of preserving our fundamental rights and our 
basic freedoms within our society.

As members of a separate branch of government, judges should 
exhibit a professional commitment to justice by applying legal 
precedent and the law to the facts in each individual case while 
trying to avoid improper influences.  By achieving justice one 
case at a time, you build public respect and legitimacy, thus 
maintaining judicial independence.

1. What attributes and experience do you bring to your 
service as a current judge?

2. Given your experience as a judge, what improvements 
are needed in the First Judicial District Court, and how 
could those improvements be implemented?

3. What policies and/or ethical practices are critical to 
keeping the judiciary independent from political interfer-
ence?

The 
League 
asked:

1ST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDGE RETENTION: DIVISION 10 
Voters at a nonpartisan retention election may vote either “yes” or “no” for each individual judge up for retention.  To retain the office, a judge must receive 57% “yes” votes of all the votes cast on the question of retention.  The 
website of the Judicial Performance Evaluation Committee, www.nmjpec.org, includes evaluations and information about judicial retention candidates. 

Kate McGarry 
Ellenwood

I have practiced law for 33 years, the last 20 in New Mexico. 
My many years of practice have brought me to a point where I 
now feel comfortable sitting on the bench and deciding the legal 
issues that come before the court.  I am very good at looking at 
both sides of an issue, seeing both points of view and coming 
to a fair resolution of an issue or a case.  My sense of fairness, 
attention to the law, and firm belief in justice help me bring com-
passion and neutrality to the decisions I make. 

A lot of the people who come to our court cannot afford an attor-
ney.  I would like to see us expand some of the current self-help 
programs to assist persons who are representing themselves.  

We need to keep the judiciary bipartisan.  It is important that 
we have a bipartisan Judicial Commission to review applications 
for judicial positions that open when a judge leaves the bench. I 
believe the state funding of statewide judicial campaigns should 
be expanded to include all judicial races to keep interest groups 
out of judicial races.  It is important that everyone who comes 
into our court feels they will have their case judged fairly.

1. What attributes and experience do you bring to your 
service as a current judge?

2. Given your experience as a judge, what improvements 
are needed in the First Judicial District Court, and how 
could those improvements be implemented?

3. What policies and/or ethical practices are critical to 
keeping the judiciary independent from political interfer-
ence?

The 
League 
asked:

1ST JUDICIAL DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
New Mexico District Courts handle civil suits involving real estate or claims over $10,000, juvenile cases, divorce and child custody, criminal felony cases, and appeals from lower courts.  The 1st Judicial District of New Mexico 
includes Los Alamos, Rio Arriba, and Santa Fe Counties.  District Attorneys serve a four-year term.

Mary V.  
Carmack- 
Altwies
(Democrat)

I have been an attorney for 15 years and prac-
ticed in the criminal justice system the whole 
time. I first worked as a public defender, then 
running my own practice focusing on criminal 
defense and finally for 2 years in the District 
Attorney’s office as the head of the special 
victims and violent crimes unit. Having worked 
both sides of the criminal justice system, I 
know what it takes to make it more fair, just, 
and efficient.

Repeat offenders need effective and on-going 
treatment, but they also need consequences 
because they make all of us less safe on our 
roadways. We will prosecute them to the fullest 
extent of the law while also focusing on getting 
them services they desperately need. 

The office needs effective management to fully 
administer justice in the First Judicial District. 

1. Describe your qualifications for this 
position.

2. How would you deal with repeat DWI 
offenders?

3. What are the most urgent needs of the 
District Attorney’s office? 

4. What changes, if any, are needed in 
New Mexico law regarding criminal cases?The 

League 
asked:

Our laws make it to easy to prosecute low 
level and non-violent cases and much harder 
to prosecute violent and multiple offenders. 
Therefore our prison system is filled with peo-
ple struggling with addiction with no focus on 
treatment. We need to change the way we view 
substance use disorders and offer more inter-
vention and treatment so that the low-level 
offenders don’t become violent offenders. 
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SANTA FE COUNTY CLERK 
Four-year term. Must be at least 18 years of age and a resident of the county from which elected. The Clerk is the ex-offico recorder of Santa Fe County and may legally record any document that is certified. The office also issues 
marriage and occupational licenses. The County Clerk’s Bureau of Elections administers all elections in the County.

Katharine  
Clark
(Democrat)

I have a dual BA in Cognitive Neuroscience and Ethical Psychol-
ogy (UC Berkeley) and hold a dual emphasis MBA in Human 
Resources and Public Policy & Leadership (UNM). I have a sci-
entific, marketing and advocacy background with 15 years of 
managing consistently innovative and high-performing teams in 
the tech, academic, legislative and non-profit sectors. My varied 
background has honed my skills in project management with an 
adaptive style ready for new and shifting demands.

My three priority platform positions: 1.) election protection - 
improving security measures and polling place processes & mon-
itoring potential voter suppression, 2.) expand ballot and voting 
information access to increase turnout - championing an all-mail 
ballot (with ballot drop-off and assistance), same-day voter regis-
tration, and ensuring those with challenges are protected and 3.) 
expanding the user-friendly clerk’s office by building upon acces-
sibility, accountability and responsiveness.

The Clerk’s office is transitioning to digital records. Creating a 
user-friendly customer portal with online payment and search for 
documents, forms, and maps, is an extension of this moderniza-
tion. I plan to work with the Secretary of State’s office to expand 
voter engagement with social media presence and outreach 
including letting voters know that mail-in ballots were received, 
polling place wait times, and voting reminders. I plan to balance 
faster election results while retaining accuracy. 

1. How do your abilities, experience and education prepare 
you for this office? 

2. What are your highest priorities for this office? 3. What improvements or changes would you make as 
County Clerk? The 

League 
asked:



SANTA FE COUNTY TREASURER 
Four-year term.  Must be at least 18 years of age and a resident of the county from which elected. The Treasurer is responsible for collecting property taxes in Santa Fe County and for the supervision and investment of funds.

Jennifer  
Manzanares
(Democrat)

As the current Chief Deputy Treasurer, I have been fortunate to 
learn the various functions of the Treasurer’s Office hands on.  
The office serves as the Counties bank, therefore I have become 
knowledgeable about State of NM Statutes and laws that drive 
the various aspects of serving the customers of the County.  I 
have learned the property tax collection processes, county 
Investment portfolio process, and the daily operations in the 
office.  My experience the last year has prepared me to serve.

My highest priorities for the County Treasurer’s office is to 
continue the customer service practices like the Property Tax 
Outreach program, expand automated services for the customer 
to make payments more feasible, work with other County depart-
ments to improve customer service overall.  Having served my 
community for over 20 years as a public servant, I plan on con-
tinuous quality improvement, and professional development for 
staff to serve the customer at the highest level possible. 

As the County Treasurer I would make improvements in the 
following areas: Improve on line processes to further serve the 
customer, continue to work with Investment committee on 
prudent investment polices especially with the fast changing 
economy, establish ways to work with other County departments 
to streamline practices, and ongoing professional staff develop-
ment.

1. How do your abilities, experience and education prepare 
you for this office? 

2. What are your highest priorities for this office? 3. What improvements or changes would you make as 
County Treasurer? The 

League 
asked:

SANTA FE COUNTY COMMISSION DISTRICT 2 
Four-year term. Must be at least 18 years of age and a resident of the district from which elected.  The person in this office, together with other members of the County Commission is responsible for County government budget, 
County ordinances and resolutions, and zoning and business regulation in unincorporated areas, and sets policy for the operations of County government.

Anna Hansen
(Democrat)

Commissioner Hansen has had roads paved, repaired and main-
tained through out the district, secured funding for Agua Fria’s 
wastewater sewer project, supported and protected the Agua 
Mutual Domestic water system and has created partnerships to 
address the health care and drug addiction needs in District 2 
and throughout the county. She has passed more than forty pro-
gressive resolutions to solve critical issues within District 2 and 
countless protections for our land, water, and air. 

Commissioner Hansen has long fought for comprehensive 
cleanup of radioactive and hazardous waste at Los Alamos 
National Laboratory (LANL). She has challenged the Department 
of Energy, the National Nuclear Security Administration, and 
LANL as they reduce protections for workers, the public, and the 
environment. Cleanup of LANL’s toxic dumps will create jobs and 
protect Santa Fe County regional drinking water, residents and 
resources by making sure that legacy waste is removed from the 

Commissioner Hansen understands that transparency and com-
munication are critical to good government. She has responded 
to your concerns with public outreach, E-newsletters, town halls, 
community forums, and continues to meet with many HOAs on a 
regular schedule throughout District 2. Now with the CORVID-19 
we need to continue to Improve our digital meeting platforms 
and find new and inventive way to reach as many of our constitu-
ents as possible so that they can take part in the process.

1. How do your abilities, experience and education prepare 
you for this office? 

2. Name one of the biggest problems facing Santa Fe 
County today and explain how you would deal with it. 

3. What would you do as a County Commissioner to 
increase openness and transparency in County govern-
ment?

The 
League 
asked:

SANTA FE COUNTY COMMISSION DISTRICT 4 

NO RESPONSE WAS RECEIVED FROM ANNA HAMILTON (DEMOCRAT)

SANTA FE COUNTY COMMISSION DISTRICT 5 
Four-year term. Must be at least 18 years of age and a resident of the district from which elected.  The person in this office, together with other members of the County Commission is responsible for County government budget, 
County ordinances and resolutions, and zoning and business regulation in unincorporated areas, and sets policy for the operations of County government.

I have been the executive director of the New Mexico Coalition to 
End Homelessness since 2001 and have experience supervising a 
staff of 20, working with state and local governments, managing 
a $1.7 million budget, developing affordable housing, and bringing 
diverse groups together to solve problems. I have a Master of 
Engineering Degree and worked for 5 years as a Water Resources 
Specialist at Cornell University where I helped communities pre-
vent or alleviate groundwater contamination.

We need to meet all of Santa Fe County’s energy needs with 
renewable energy quickly, and we will need to get our economy 
restarted after COVID-19. I would work to put solar panels on 
all County buildings. I would institute incentives for builders to 
put solar panels on all new structures, and I would start a small 
grants program to help low income home owners add solar pan-
els. I would work with PNM to develop more large scale wind, 
solar, and energy storage projects to serve Santa Fe County.

I would hold monthly town hall meetings for constituents, and 
send regular email newsletters about important issues. I would 
make draft minutes of meetings available as soon as they are 
filed with the Clerk, and have the County do a better job of post-
ing meeting times for public meetings, locations and agendas on 
the County website. I would broadcast more public meetings. I 
would ensure the Commission continues to hold public hearings 
at convenient times such as right after work.

1. How do your abilities, experience and education prepare 
you for this office? 

2. Name one of the biggest problems facing Santa Fe 
County today and explain how you would deal with it. 

3. What would you do as a County Commissioner to 
increase openness and transparency in County govern-
ment?

The 
League 
asked:

Hank Hughes
(Democrat)

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 1 

“Proposing to amend the Constitution of New Mexico to provide that the public regulation com-
mission consist of three members appointed by the governor from a list of professionally qualified 
nominees submitted to the governor by a nominating committee as provided by law and that the 
commission is required to regulate public utilities and may be required to regulate other public 
service companies.”

Summary
Constitutional Amendment 1 would amend Article 11, Section 1 of the Constitution of New Mexico to reduce 
the number of Public Regulation Commission (PRC) members to three, with no more than two members from 
the same political party. Members would no longer be elected, but instead would be appointed for six-year 
terms by the governor, with the consent of the senate, from a list of nominees submitted to the governor 
through a newly established Public Regulation Commission Nominating Committee. Constitutional Amend-
ment 1 would also amend Article 11, Section 2 of the Constitution of New Mexico to narrow the scope of the 
PRC’s constitutionally granted regulatory powers to public utilities, while still allowing the legislature to assign 
responsibility for the regulation of other public service companies to the commission by law.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 2 

“Proposing to amend article 20, section 3 of the Constitution of New Mexico to permit the ad-
justment by law of terms of nonstatewide elected officers and to standardize the date an officer 
begins to serve.”

Summary
Constitutional Amendment 2 proposes to amend Article 20, Section 3 of the Constitution of New Mexico to 
allow the legislature to adjust the term of a state, county or district officer to align or stagger the election of 
officers for a particular state, county or district office throughout the state. No statewide elective office would 
be subject to adjustment. The proposed amendment also clarifies that officers elected to fill a vacancy in 
office shall take office on the first day of January following their election.

G E N E R A L  E L E C T I O N  V O T E R S  G U I D E  |  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 0  |  1 2

BOND QUESTION A

The 2020 Capital Projects General Obligation Bond Act authoriz-
es the issuance and sale of senior citizen facility improvement, 
construction and equipment acquisition bonds. Shall the state 
be authorized to issue general obligation bonds in an amount 
not to exceed thirty-three million two hundred ninety-two thou-
sand one hundred forty-one dollars ($33,292,141) to make capi-
tal expenditures for certain senior citizen facility improvement, 
construction and equipment acquisition projects and provide 
for a general property tax imposition and levy for the payment 
of principal of, interest on and expenses incurred in connection 
with the issuance of the bonds and the collection of the tax as 
permitted by law? 

Aging and Long-Term Services Department

BOND QUESTION B

The 2020 Obligation Bond Act authorizes the issuance and 
sale of library acquisition bonds. Shall the state be authorized 
to issue general obligation bonds in an amount not to exceed 
nine million seven hundred fifty-one thousand four hundred 
thirty-three dollars ($9,751,433) to make capital expenditures 
for academic, public school, tribal and public library resource 
acquisitions and provide for a general property tax imposition 
and levy for the payment of principal of, interest on and ex-
penses incurred in connection with the issuance of the bonds 
and the collection of the tax as permitted by law?

Library Acquisitions

BOND QUESTION C

The 2020 Capital Projects General Obligation Bond Act autho-
rizes the issuance and sale of higher education, special schools 
and tribal schools capital improvement and acquisition bonds. 
Shall the state be authorized to issue general obligation bonds 
in an amount not to exceed one hundred fifty-six million three 
hundred fifty-eight thousand four hundred seventy-five dollars 
($156,358,475) to make capital expenditures for certain higher 
education, special schools and tribal schools capital improve-
ments and acquisitions and provide for a general property tax 
imposition and levy for the payment of principal of, interest on 
and expenses incurred in connection with the issuance of the 
bonds and the collection of the tax as permitted by law?

Higher Education

A bond represents a debt for money borrowed by a government to finance capital improvement projects. The 
State of New Mexico promises to repay the amount borrowed, plus interest, over a period of time for each Gen-
eral Obligation bond that is approved by voters. The bonds are called “General Obligation” because payment 
of the debt service (principal plus interest) is a general obligation of the State and its property owners through 
property taxation. According to the Board of Finance Division of the NM Department of Finance and Adminis-
tration, the specific amount of property taxes collected in a given year is attributable to a number of factors, 
including the amount of debt service required for existing General Obligation bonds, the projected debt service 
required for the new bond issue, the latest assessed valuation of net taxable property, cash balances in bond 
debt service accounts, the date of issuance, and the actual interest rate obtained on the bond sale. Based on 

the assumption that all three bond issues will be passed by voters, the property tax year 2020 mil levy has been 
set at 1.36 mils, which is the same as the 2018 and 2019 rates. The State Board of Finance estimates that over a 
ten-year period, the three issues on the ballot would cost approximately $10.99 per $100,000 of asset value. Of 
the annual average $10.99, Bond Issue A accounts for $1.83, Bond Issue B accounts for $0.54, and Bond Issue C 
accounts for $8.62.

The total for all three questions, including bond issuance costs, is $199,402,049. A complete breakdown of 
the designated projects under each bond issue can be found on the New Mexico Legislature’s website: https://
www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/20%20Regular/final/SB0207.pdf. Information provided by the NM Department of 
Finance and Administration.


