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Dear League Members:

I’m so delighted that we got an enthusiastic
thumbs up from the Santa Fe Public Schools
for our upcoming Women’s History Month
Project.  To move forward, the League will be
seeking out women to be career mentors for up
to 30 middle school female students.  The
career mentors will be asked to spend 2 to 3 hours with the students
at their place of business, join the student at a breakfast to honor a
New Mexico woman, and with a contribution of $75 help underwrite
the costs of the breakfasts and awards.  It’s a wonderful opportunity
for career women to offer a helping hand to the next generation of
young leaders!

Women’s History Month is celebrated in March.
  I hope you will consider volun-

teering your time to make this a successful event.  Two committees
are being set up – one to help identify and craft an award for a New
Mexico woman of history to honor at the breakfast and another to
identify mentors for the students.  It’s a brand new project that the
League hopes will raise the profile of women and their important con-
tribution to our community.

With the New Year comes our refocus on program planning, so join
us in early February to share your thoughts on existing positions,
studies, and initiatives.  Leaguers are always looking to the horizon
for issues that will soon demand our attention and action.  Program
planning is at the heart of this effort!

Cheers,
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The Voter is your publication.  Send us your opinions, a review
of a book you recently read, a report on a speech you’ve heard or
a play you have seen–anything you care to share with the mem-
bership.  Send your text to Pat Hawkins, pathawkins@aol.com

The Hilton Hotel was festively decorated for the 2013 League Holiday Luncheon featuring a four-table si-
lent auction.  President Reynolds kicked off the program by introducing the luncheon speaker, Dorianne
Mason.  Dorianne is a staff attorney at the New Mexico Center on Law and Poverty where she currently
works on healthcare issues. Before working at the Center, Ms. Mason served as a Legislative Fellow for a
SAGE-DC, a GLBT Elder organization and as a law clerk to the Honorable Tanya Walton Pratt.

She discussed her first hand experiences working to successfully implement the Affordable Care Act in New
Mexico.  Dorianne started her presentation by sharing the recent skit on the Jimmy Kimmel show where he
asks random folks if they plan to get Obamacare or Affordable Care Act health coverage.  Folks are so con-
fused these days they actually think these are two different plans and generally “rag” on the Obamacare plan.
It’s hilarious but also scary.

Dorianne shared current efforts to reframe the Affordable Care Act by promoting individuals and families
that are finally able to access health care.  She discussed an Albuquerque family whom recently enrolled and
are able to have health care for the first time in their lives.  She believes these true stories and examples are
what will make the difference with the program’s rollout and ultimate success.

Ms. Mason identified ongoing issues with enrollment including the lack of sufficient training for those help-
ing New Mexicans access plan information and enroll in the different plans.  She specifically committed on
the lack of successful enrollments into the state’s expanded Medicaid program.  Efforts are underway to bet-
ter promote Medicaid enrollment in rural areas, those without access to computers, and eligible immigrant
populations.

She closed her presentation by reminding Leaguers that many changes in a person’s life such as marriage,
new baby, new job, or job loss will provide individuals with an opportunity to access the health care ex-
change plans.

Hats off to Ann Coulston for making the Holiday Party arrangements and Berit Leonard along with her
team of volunteers for conducting the silent auction.
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The League of Women Voters of Santa Fe County thanks the following members
for their generous donations to the education fund and general operations of the
League which were received as of  December 20, 2013:

     Becky Frenkel Elizabeth Roghair   Linda Siegel
Liz Stefanics  The Abeles Foundation

League members will meet to decide which new studies and issues we want to focus on in the next year on
Wednesday, February 5, 2014.  All members are welcome and encouraged to attend.  It is always a good
discussion.

Please use the program planning form on page 4 of this Voter to submit your ideas.  It is always best for us
to have these suggestions in advance of the meeting.

The meeting will be held at the Santa Fe County Health and Human Services conference room,
2052 Galisteo St., from 9:00 a.m. to noon on Wednesday, February 5, 2014.

The LWVUS has announced its "First Call" to Convention 2014 in Dallas, TX, to be held June 6-10, 2014.
LWVUS will vote on studies that the local Leagues bring to the convention.  LWVSFC currently has studies
of the local courts, referenda issue, and the Northwest Quadrant.

Before you push the “delete” button on your computer, consider forwarding your electronic copy of
 to family or friends who might like to read it.  This is one way to get the word out about

the good work the League does in our community.

Same thing with the printed copy of   Ask household members to take a look at it.  Snail
mail your copy to a friend or family member.

We can be our own best advertisement.
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To prepare for the 2014 LWVSFC program planning meeting on February 5, we are soliciting
study proposals and suggestions of local issues you think the League should study during the
upcoming year. We'd also like to know if you'd be willing to volunteer to help review and assess
various aspects of local issues in light of existing local, state, or national League positions. In
addition, this is LWVUS convention year so we can propose national studies.

Topic?

Why is it important?

What is the expected impact?

Who will chair the study?

Time period?

Resources needed?

Anticipated cost?

___YES                          ___NO
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Projected:  Three Year Commitment
March 2013, 2014, 2015

  Outreach to Santa Fe Girls and Women with a Positive Message Regarding Local Career
Opportunities, Women Role Models, Youth Role Models, and Positive Contributions to New Mexico
Society Made by Women Over Time.

  Approximately thirty female students in 7th or 8th grade will be recruited by school
officials and thirty local career women recruited by League of Women Voters’ volunteers to participate
in the mentoring program.  The mentoring opportunity will take place anytime two weeks before the
scheduled March breakfast for about 3-4 hours.  The student may be picked up and dropped off by
the mentor or a parent to and from the mentor’s place of business.  A team of educators will develop
guidelines for the mentor to help create a positive mentoring experience for the female student.  Per-
mission from parents will be required to participate in the program.  Background checks will be con-
ducted for all mentors by the League of Women Voters.

  Female students participating in the mentoring program will be asked to invite an
adult family member or other adult role model to the breakfast event as a guest of the League of Wom-
en Voters.  Mentors will be asked to pay for both their own and their student’s breakfasts.  Students
will be asked to introduce themselves and offer some feedback on their experience at the breakfast
event.

  The event breakfast and
program will be developed and managed by the League of Women Voters.

  A League of Women Voters committee will be established to identify and honor a New
Mexico woman who has successfully contributed to the betterment of New Mexico posthumously.
Criteria will be created and arrangements made to honor the woman chosen at the breakfast event.

  Contact Donna Reynolds, LWVSFC President at (505) 819-3270 or
president@lwvsfc.org
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The 2014 Legislative Session is limited to budget items, legislation that the Governor puts on her call, and
proposals for constitutional amendments.  Once again, on the evening before League Day at the Legisla-
ture, LWVNM will host a reception for legislators so they can learn League priorities and meet with mem-
bers on issues.  Please plan to attend.

The Santa Fe County Land Development Code (SLDC) has been adopted by a unanimous vote of the Board of
County Commissioners!  The League followed the development of the county's Sustainable Growth Manage-
ment Plan (SGMP), commenting frequently, and then the 3-year development of the SLDC that will implement
the SGMP.

After the adoption draft was released early in October, the Board of County Commissioners held three study
sessions, four public meetings and two public hearings before the vote on the Code on December 10.  The
League was present at all study sessions and public hearings and made public comments at four of those meet-
ings.  As changes were made to the October draft, the League updated its comments, all the while continuing to
advocate for adoption of a strong code before the end of 2013.  The League’s comments can be accessed on
our website’s SLDC Advocacy page.

The SLDC, as amended and adopted on Dec. 10 can be accessed on the Santa Fe County website
(copy and paste into your browser):

The SLDC does not actually take effect until after 1) a development fee schedule is created and adopted and 2)
the draft zoning map is finalized and adopted.  We expect these steps will begin in earnest in early 2014 but it
may take several months to complete them.  Also, the BCC adopted an amendment that requires a review of the
code upon adoption of the zoning map and then again 6 months later.  The League will continue to monitor all
these activities.
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The Santa Fe City Council, at its December 11
meeting, approved 9 charter amendments for the
March ballot.  These include:

1) add water protection and conservation to
the charter's environmental protection
policy statement (a League initiative);

2) add neighborhood preservation in the
charter's cultural preservation policy
statement;

3) add a new policy statement supporting
local business and a living wage;

4) add an independent citizens' redistricting
commission (a joint League and Com-
mon Cause initiative);

5) add campaign contribution limits (a joint
League and Common Cause initiative);

6) add timely disclosure of the purpose of
tax or bond measures (a League initia-
tive);

7) create an independent audit committee;
8) allow the mayor to vote on all issues (a

League initiative and long-standing
League position); and

9) the "strong mayor" proposals placed on
the ballot as one amendment as the "full-
time mayor" amendment.

a. The mayor’s position should be
full-time;

b. A full-time mayor should be paid
$74,000/year until an independent
salary commission is created and
recommends a salary level;

c. The mayor should directly super-
vise the city manager, clerk and
attorney;

d. The mayor should have the au-
thority to fire the city manager,
clerk or attorney without council
approval;

e.  The council should have the authori-
ty to fire the city manager if a
supermajority (6 of 8 councilors)
agree;

f. The charter should require the
mayor to work with city personnel
to submit an annual budget and
legislative agenda

The LWVSFC participated very successfully in
this process; all the League-recommended
amendments will be included on the March bal-
lot.  The League deservedly received much credit,
and credibility, because its members attended ev-
ery meeting of the Charter Review Commission
and of the City Council when the charter amend-
ments were discussed.  Thanks especially to Kar-
en Heldmeyer, Neva Van Peski, and Jody Larson
for their work during this process.

The League offered potential charter amendments
based on our positions, providing the commission
and councilors with information about how other
localities have dealt with some of these issues.
The League also provided Council with pro-con
information about the various strong mayor pro-
posals as they evolved.  The League's position on
the mayor's ability to vote was specifically men-
tioned by Councilor Dominguez as the reason
that this amendment was not folded into the gen-
eral "full time mayor" amendment.
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I am a naturalized US citizen.  I first came to the US
on a Girl Scout exchange program and later married
an American. Since I was going to live here I wanted
to an American citizen, to be able to vote and take
part in civic activities. We were living in Virginia, just
outside DC, and my naturalization ceremony was
held at Mount Vernon, the home of George Wash-
ington.  Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black spoke to
us new US citizens.  It was pretty special.

I grew up in Norway during World War II when my
country was occupied by Germany. In spite of being
a monarchy, Norway has a strong democratic tradi-
tion. After the war was over I remember listening to
the grown-ups talking about how they didn’t like
having another country’s dictator telling us what to
do, and how freedom is precious and has to be
fought for.  The Germans had arrested teachers and
other intellectuals and confiscated our radios so we
couldn’t follow the news.  I remember the day every-
one was able to get their radios back; they had been
stored in a barn nearby. I grew up strongly influ-
enced by the importance of civic participation.

I first joined the League of Women Voters as a
young mom in Springfield, IL. I met many interest-
ing women and began expanding my civic education
through participating in League studies and activi-
ties. We lived next to the capitol building and I used
to take my two little boys over there in the evening to
listen to the debate.  I remember demonstrating for
the Equal Rights Amendment at the Capitol.  My

husband was a “good government bureaucrat,” work-
ing for the federal and state governments, and I guess
I picked up a fairly idealistic view of how government
should work from him.

Later I was a League member in Fairfax, Virginia,
Denver, Colorado, and here in Santa Fe. I am very
interested in early childhood education (I am a retired
Montessori preschool teacher), immigration, and
women’s issues. I like to participate from a support
position rather than being “on the barricades,” and
my current position as Treasurer fits me to a T.

     -

Tuesday, January 14, 2014
 11:30 a.m.

Hilton of Santa Fe
100 Sandoval Street

RSVP to rsvp@lwvsfc.org
Please specify entrée:

Salmon Caesar Salad or
Large Fruit Plate

Learn what the legislative session
“hot issues” will be. There will be many

bills the League is interested in
supporting or defeating.
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President Reynolds stated that plans have been made with the school district for the
women's history project. We will need 30 to 35 mentors. We will need the help of the
membership in identifying mentors. A budget for the project has been prepared.

President Reynolds stated that the office is being reorganized, and there is a suggestion
that a new desk can be purchased to hold a computer. This could make the office more
efficient as a work space.

Chris Furlanetto reported that the County Land Development Code was approved unan-
imously by the County Commission on December 10.

The City Council will be voting today (Dec. 10) on charter amendments, including a
package of amendments on the strong mayor proposal. Karen Heldmeyer
has placed a list of pros and cons on the League website.

Marcy Litzenberg has met with the publisher of  who has agreed to
print the Voters Guide. The paper will print the Voters Guide as a part of the regular
newspaper and will print 1,000 extra copies.

The forum for the Southside city council race will have to be postponed as Angelo
Jaramillo cannot be present on the date selected.

Lynn Gary reported that Barbara Conroy is planning a voter registration drive at the city
senior centers and selected care centers. She has made a request for volunteers.

It was reported that 21 members have renewed their membership since renewal letters
were sent out November 16.
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Jan. 4:  11-2:45 - LWVNM Board, Albuquerque

Jan. 14:  11:30-1:30 - Legislative Preview: with
lunch at the Hilton (see details on pg. 5).

Jan. 27: 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Garrett’s Desert Inn,
 311 Old Santa Fe Trail

Jan. 28:  all day - League Day at the Legislature
 (LWVNM)

Feb. 4:  4:30-6:30 - Meet and Greet

Feb. 5:  11-1 - Program Planning Meeting.
Help plan the coming year’s studies and

 events (see pages 3-4).

Feb. 11:  6-8 - Municipal Election Candidate
Forum I

Feb. 13:  6-8 - Municipal Election Candidate
Forum II

Feb. 19:  6-8 - Municipal Election Candidate
   Forum III

Mar 4:  Municipal Election Day

Mar. 11:  11-1 - Local Referenda Study
Consensus Meeting (members only)

Mar 22 or 29:  Breakfast - Women’s History
 Month Event

Apr. 8:  11:30-1:30 - Santa Fe Community
College Visit and Lunch

Apr. 15:  8-10 - Breakfast with a Leader: Valles
 Caldera Action President

May 7:  11-2 - Annual Meeting and Luncheon

May 17:  LWVNM Council, Santa Fe

Regularly meets 1st Thursday of
each month. However, because of the New Year’s
holiday, next meeting will be Thursday, January 9,
noon, at the Rio Chama Steakhouse, 414 Old
Santa Fe Trail.  New members are always wel-
come!

2nd Wednesday of each month
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MEMBER INFORMATION FORM FOR USE ONLY BY THE LWVSFC

Date_____________________   Name (please print)______________________________________________

Address  _____________________________________________     Phone:___________________________

Email__________________________________ _____________      Alternate phone___________________

.  Our membership year is September 1 – August 31 and includes membership in the
New Mexico league  (LWVNM) and the national league (LWVUS).

____ Individual Membership  $52      _____ Family Membership  $78    _____ Student Membership   $30

____ Contribution to general fund (by separate check, payable to LWVSFC)

____ Tax-deductible contribution  (Please make check payable to LWVSFC Education Fund)

I would like to receive the VOTER (League newsletter) by:    ______ Email      ______   Regular Mail

____   Check here if you do NOT want your contact information listed in the League annual directory.

   70s      80s     90s   2000s
Where? ______________________________________

:  Full Time    Part Time    Retired     Current or former __________________________

? :   City Issues      County Issues

Federal Issues     International Issues     Women’s Rights      Gun Control     Civil Liberties        Education

Healthcare        Ethics in Government         Election Reform         Immigration          International Relations

Natural Resources         Environment         Transparency in Gov’t.          Climate Change          Elections

     Very Active       Somewhat Active         Mostly Dues Paying Support

As a grassroots organization, we depend on the volunteer efforts of our members.  Please indicate how you might
help with the League’s work.

_____Membership   _____Newsletter writing, editing, mailing _____Public Relations

_____Voters Guide   _____Voter Registration  _____Forums (Candidate & Issues)

_____Website   _____Arrangements of events  _____Fund Raising

_____Help in Office 2-4Xs/month _____Serve on Board  _____Serve on Study Committee



League of Women Voters of
Santa Fe County
1472 St. Francis Drive
Santa Fe, NM, 87505-4038
www.lwvsfc.org
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